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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 

THE  HEALTH  COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  23rd  Annual  Report  on 
the  health  and  vital  statistics  of  the  Wrexham  Rural  District 
for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1945. 

The  population  for  the  district  is  now  59,730,  as  compared 
with  59,870  for  1944.  The  birth  rate  for  the  area  is  well  above 
that  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales,  and  the  death  rate  is 
also  slightly  above  that  for  the  whole  country. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  features  in  the  report  is  the  large 
increase  in  the  number  of  notifications  of  infectious  diseases 
received  and  this,  as  is  explained,  is  due  almost  entirely  to  a large 
increase  in  the  notifications  for  Measles,  and  it  is  satisfactory 
to  note  that  the  number  of  notifications  of  Diphtheria  continues 
on  its  downward  trend. 

Special  reference  is  being  made  in  this  report  to  the  notifica- 
tion by  medical  practitioners  of  cases  of  Pneumonia,  and  in  more 
than  one  parish  the  number  of  deaths  exceeds  the  total  number 
of  notifications. 

During  the  year  a large  amount  of  work  was  done  in  reference 
to  the  preparation  of  schemes  for  improving  the  water  supply 
in  the  area,  and  the  total  cost  of  the  schemes  approved  of  amounts 
to  £76,000  and  the  work  is  now  being  taken  in  hand.  There  still 
remain,  however,  one  or  two  difficult  problems  and  these  are 
engaging  the  attention  of  the  Welsh  Board  of  Health. 

A commencement  was  made  in  providing  houses  for  our 
area,  but  during  the  year  none  were  completed.  This  is  an 
important  matter,  in  view  of  the  great  shortage  of  houses  in  our 
area  with  resulting  overcrowding. 

Up  to  the  end  of  the  year  the  whole  work  of  the  sanitary 
services  was  done  by  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  and  two 
District  inspectors  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  indications 
of  the  return  of  three  other  members  of  the  staff,  who  have  been 
for  many  years  on  active  service. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

T P.  EDWARDS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STAFF  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Medical  Superintendent  of  the 

Isolation  Hospital: 

T.  P.  EDWARDS,  M.D.,  B.S.  (lond.),  D.P.H.  (cantab). 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector: 

D.  THOMAS,  C.M.I. 

Sanitary,  Housing  and  Petroleum  Inspectors: 

S.  DAVIES,  C.M.I. 

H.  C.  D.  JONES. 

C.  DAVIES.*  D.  R.  GEORGE.* 

J.  M.  EDWARDS.* 

Clerks: 

C.  H.  W ATKIN.*  C.  PARRY.* 

Miss  O.  M.  DAVIES  (temp.). 

*SERVING  WITH  H.M.  FORCES  DURING  1945. 


Engineer: 

D.  E.  EDWARDS,  P.A.S.I. 

Deputy  Engineer: 

T.  A.  BOWEN^  A.M.I.M.  and  Cy.E. 


Matron  of  the  Isolation  Hospital: 
Miss  H.  M.  DAVIES,  S.R.N. 

Assistant  Matron 

Sister  E.  H.  WEAVER,  S.R.N. 
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(1945) 

Chairman:  Prof.  J.  SHARE- JONES,  D.V.Sc.,  F.R.C.V.S. 

Vice- Chairman:  EDWARD  WILLIAMS,  Esq.,  Broughton. 

THE  HEALTH  COMMITTEE  CONSISTS  OF  THE  WHOLE  COUNCIL. 


Clerk  to  the  Council:  G.  V.  PRICE,  Esq.,  F.C.I.S. 


WREXHAM  JOINT  FEVER  HOSPITAL 
COMMITTEE  (1945) 

Chairman:  Ald.  E.  A.  CROSS,  Esq.,  J.P.,  M.B.E. 
Vice-Chairman:  Mrs.  G.  HUGHES. 
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1.  GENERAL  STATISTICS. 


» 


Area  (acres)  . . . . . . • • • • 72,370 

Population  Estimated  (Mid-Annual  1945)  . . . . 59,7:50 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (1.4.45)  ..  ..  16,423 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate,  1945 — 46  . . £725 

Rateable  Value  (31.12.45)  ..  ..  ••  £190,124 

Number  of  Parishes  in  the  District  . . 25 


2.  EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS. 


M. 

F. 

Total 

Births 

Legitimate  530 

488 

1018 

Birth  Rate  18.87 

Illegitimate  61 

48 

109 

(England  and  Wales 

— 

16.1) 

Total  591 

536. 

1127 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

Still 

Legitimate  25 

17 

42 

Still  Birth  Rate  0.75 

Births 

Illegitimate  1 

. 2 

3 

(England  and  Wales 

— 

- — - — 

— 

0.46) 

Total  26 

19 

45 

Deaths 

347 

395 

742 

Death  Rate  . . 12.42  (England  and  Wales  11.4). 


Maternal  Mortality 

Number  of  women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of  child-birth — 

1.  Abortion  with  Sepsis  . . . . — 

2.  Abortion  without  Sepsis  . . — 

3.  Puerperal  Infections  . . . . - — 

4.  Other  Causes  . . . . 3 

Total  3 


Per  1000  Live  Births  Per  1000  Total  Births 


Abortion  with  Sepsis  . . 

Wrexham 

R.D. 

Wrexham 

R.D. 

Eng.  and 
V ales 
0.25 

Abortion  without  Sepsis 

— 

— 

0.08 

Puerperal  Infections 

— 

— 

0.24 

Other  Causes 

2.66 

2.56 

1.22 

. ' 

2.66 

2.56 

1.79 
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Statistics — continued. 


Infantile  Mortality. 


M. 

F. 

Total 

Legitimate  . . . . 35 

2<S 

63 

Illegitimate  . . . . 6 

2 

8 

Total  41 

30 

71 

— 

= 

Infantile  Mortality  Rates: 

Total  Infantile  Mortality  Rate,  per  1000 

Live 

Births 

(England  and  Wales  46.0) 


Male  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  per  1000  Male  Live 
Births 

Female  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  per  1000  Female  Live 
Births 

Total  Legitimate  Mortality  Rate  per  1000  Legitimate 
Live  Births 

Total  Illegitimate  Mortality  Rate  per  1000  Illegitimate 
Live  Births 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  under  2 years: 

M.  F.  Total. 

6 1 7 

Diarrhoea  Rate  per  1000  Live  Births 
(England  and  M ales  5.6). 


63.0 

69.4 

56.0 
61.9 

73.4 

6.1 


WREXHAM  RURAL  DISTRICT 


Parish 

Acreage 

Houses 

1945 

Popula- 

tion 

Rateable 
value  at 
31.12.45 

Abenbury 

1,717 

31 

153 

£2,818 

Allington 

3,578 

404 

1,365 

£5,317 

Bersham 

1,784 

1,207 

4,166 

£10,621 

Bieston 

1,683 

52 

193 

£1,423 

Broughton 

1,089 

1,723 

6,561 

£15,096 

Brymbo 

2,543 

1,113 

3,976 

£11,146 

Burton 

2,869 

204 

717 

£3,973 

Cefn  . . 

* 1,876 

1,750 

6,168 

£19,022 

Erbistock 

2,919 

125 

438 

£1,593 

Erddig 

287 

9 

38 

£321 

Esclusham  Above 

3,953 

124 

462 

£6,852 

Esclusham  Below 

1,640 

691 

2,542 

£9,955 

Gresford 

1,099 

447 

1,469 

£8,032 

Gwersyllt 

2,103 

1,533 

5,853 

£14,865 

Holt 

2,912 

277 

1,029 

£2,417 

Isycoed 

3,532 

82 

400 

£3,013 

Llangollen  Rural 

9,953 

699 

2,492 

£8,165 

Llantysilio 

5,163 

196 

584 

£1,909 

Llay 

2,251 

843 

3,293 

£11,483 

Marchwiel 

3,389 

197 

566 

£4,170 

Minera 

1,393 

326 

1,159 

£3,266 

Penycae 

4,694 

551 

2,102 

£4,342 

Rhos  . . 

1,441 

2,937 

10,538 

£26,595 

Ruabon 

5,906 

825 

3,163 

£11,771 

Sesswick 

2,596 

77 

303 

£1,959 

72,370 

16,423 

59,730 

£190,124 
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TABLE  I.  BIRTHS. 


Allocated  according  to  Parishes. 


Parish 

Mi 

Leg. 

lies 

Illeg. 

Fen 

Leg. 

tales 

Illeg. 

Total 

Abenbury 

Allington 

11 

9 

3 

23 

Bersham 

36 

9 

41 

2 

88 

Bieston 

1 

1 

Broughton 

63 

. 3 

56 

3 

• 125 

Brymbo 

45 

9 

39 

1 

94 

Burton 

2 

1 

3 

6 

Cefn 

58 

7 ' 

53 

1 

119 

Erbistock 

3 

2 

1 

6 

Erddig 

1 

1 

Esclusham  Above 

1 

4 

5 

Esclusham  Below 

24 

1 

25 

50 

Gresford 

9 

1 

9 

19 

Gwersyllt 

51 

4 

47 

8 

110 

Holt 

7 

5 

12 

Isycoed 

1 

1 

Llangollen  Rural 

21 

5 

3 

29 

Llantysilio 

2 

2 

Llay 

47 

9 

43 

10 

109 

Marchwiel 

1 

1 

4 

6 

Minera  . . 

7 

11 

18 

Penycae 

25 

1 

17 

4 

47 

Rhos 

82 

11 

74 

12 

179 

Ruabon 

36- 

3 

29 

68 

Sesswick 

1 

1 

7 

9 

530 

61 

488 

48 

1127 
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ft  POPULATION  OF  THE  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

The  basis  of  all  statistics  is  the  population,  and  for  this  purpose 
an  estimate  is  given  by  the  Registrar-General  each  year. 

For  1945  the  mid-annual  estimated  population  was  59,730 
which  indicates  a reduction  of  140  over  the  estimate  given  to  us 
for  1944.  No  doubt  this  decrease  was  due  to  the  return  of  evacuees 
from  our  area. 

BIRTHS. 

The  number  of  births  registered  during  the  year  was  1127, 
as  against  1162  for  1944.  Of  these,  1018  were  legitimate  births 
and  109  were  illegitimate.  Of  the  total  births,  591  were  males 
and  536  females. 

The  inward  transferable  births  from  other  areas  have  been 
allocated  to  their  respective  parishes. 

Of  the  births,  166  occurred  at  Gladwyn  or  Gerwyn  Maternity 
Homes  and  144  at  the  Ruabon  Maternity  Hospital.  In  all  338 
births  occurred  at  Gladwyn  and  Gerwyn  Maternity  Homes  and 
of  these  172  were  outward  transferable  births,  which  have  not 
been  included  in  our  tables.  198  births  took  place  at  the  Ruabon 
Maternity  Hospital,  and  of  these  54  were  outward  transferable 
births.  Thus  in  the  three  Maternity  Homes  536  births  took 
place  and  of  these  226  were  in  respect  of  mothers  living  outside 
our  area. 

It  may  be  of  interest  to  note  that  in  the  Gladwyn  and  Gerwyn 
Maternity  Homes  68  illegitimate  births  took  place  and  of  these 
only  13  were  in  respect  of  cases  residing  in  our  area.  On  the 
other  hand,  there  were  16  illegitimate  births  at  the  Ruabon 
Maternity  Hospital,  of  which  7 were  allocated  to  our  area. 

BIRTH  RATE. 

Taking  1127  as  the  nett  number  of  births  in  our  area  this 
gives  a birth  rate  of  18.87  per  thousand  population,  as  compared 
with  19.4  in  1944  and  20.1  in  1943.  Thus  there  is  an  indication 
that  the  birth  rate  show  a continuous  fall,  but  is  still  well  above 
that  for  England  and  Wales,  which  was  16.1  for  1945  and  17.6 
for  1944. 

STILL  BIRTHS. 

During  the  year  45  still  births  took  place  in  our  area,  of  which 
42  were  legitimate  and  -3  were  illegitimate.  In  1944  there  were 
45  still  births. 

STILL  BIRTH  RATE. 

The  still  birth  rate  was  0.75  per  1000  population,  as  compared 
with  0.7  for  1944  and  0.83  for  1943.  The  rate  for  England  and 
Wales  was  0.46,  thus  it  will  be  seen  that  our  Still  birth  rate  was 
well  above  that  for  the  whole  country  as  a whole. 
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TABLE  II 


RUABON  MATERNITY  HOSPITAL  BIRTHS,  1945. 


T otal 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Births 

Legit. 

Illegit. 

Legit. 

Illegit. 

Legit. 

Illegit. 

Tot. 

Allington 

23 

2 

4 

6 

6 

Bersham 

88 

3 

1 

2 

5 

1 

6 

Broughton 

125 

9 

7 

16 

16 

Brymbo 

94 

8 

8 

16 

16 

Burton 

6 

2 

2 

2 

Cefn  

119 

10 

1 

8 

1 

18 

2 

20 

Erbistock 

6 

1 

1 

1 

Esc.  Below 

50 

3 

3 

6 

6 

Gresford 

19 

2 

2 

2 

Gwersyllt 

no 

11 

4 

1 

15 

1 

16 

Holt  

12 

2 

1 

3 

3 

Isycoed 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Llan.  Rural  

29 

2 

2 

2 

Llantysilio 

2 

2 

2 

2 

Llay  

109 

8 

2 

10 

10 

Marchwiel 

6 

3 

3 

3 

Minera 

18 

1 

2 

• 3 

3 

Penycae 

47 

3 

1 

3 

1 

4 

Rhos  

179 

6 

1 

4 

10 

1 

11 

Ruabon 

68 

8 

1 

5 

13 

1 

14 

Total  R.D. 

1127 

78 

5 

59 

2 

137 

7 

144 

Abergele  U.D. 

1 

1 

2 

2 

Aled  R.D 

1 

3 

4 

4 

Ceiriog  R.D 

Colwyn  Bay 

2 

3 

1 

5 

1 

6 

M.C. 

1 

1 

1 

Hiraethog  R.D. 

1 

2 

2 

1 

3 

3 

6 

Llangollen  U.D. 

2 

2 

4 

4 

Llanrwst  U.D. 

1 

1 

1 

Ruthin  R.D 

2 

1 

5 

7 

1 

8 

Ruthin  M.C 

1 

1 

1 

Wrexham  M.C. 

2 

9 

1 

11 

1 

12 

Other  Areas: 

Edeyrnion  R.D. 

3 

3 

3 

Llanidloes  M.C. 

1 

1 

1 

All  Others 

2 

2 

l 

2 

3 

5 

Total  External 

14 

5 

31 

4 

45 

9 

54 

Grant  Total 

92 

10 

90 

6 

182 

16 

198 

% of  Maternity  Hospital  Births  illegitimate  : 


Wrexham  Rural  District  4-86% 

All  other  areas  16.66% 

Total  8.08% 


Wrexham  Rural  District,  percentage  of  total  illegitimate  births  born 
at  Maternity  Hospital — 6.4% 
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TABLE  III 


BIRTHS  AT  GERWYN  MATERNITY  HOME  AND  AT 
GLADWYN  MATERNITY  HOME,  1945. 


Total 

Births 

Ma 

Legit. 

lies 

I lie  git. 

Fen 

Legit. 

ales 
I lie  git. 

To 

Legit. 

tal 

Illegit. 

Tot. 

Alhngton 

23 

2 

2 

4 

4 

Bersham 

88 

7 

3 

9 

1 

16 

4 

20 

Broughton 

125 

6 

7 

13 

13 

Brymbo 

94 

12 

1 

11 

1 

23 

2 

25 

Burton 

6 

1 

1 

1 

Cefn  

119 

12 

2 

10 

22 

2 

24 

Erbistock 

6 

2 

1 

3 

3 

Esc.  Above  

5 

1 

1 

1 

Esc.  Below 

50 

2 

2 

2 

Gresford 

19 

2 

1 

2 

4 

1 

5 

Gwersyllt 

110 

4 

6 

10 

10 

Holt 

12 

2 

2 

4 

4 

Llan.  Rural  

29 

1 

1 

1 

Elay  

109 

10 

7 

17 

17 

Marchwiel 

6 

1 

1 

1 

Minera 

18 

1 

1 

2 

2 

Penycae 

47 

2 

3 

5 

5 

Rhos  

179 

10 

5 

15 

15 

Ruabon 

68 

6 

2 

1 

8 

1 

9 

Sesswick 

9 

1 

1 

2 

3 

1 

4 

Total  R.D. 

1127 

82 

9 

71 

4 

153 

13 

166 

Abergele  U.D. 

8 

4 

7 

2 

15 

6 

21 

Aled  R.D. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

Ceiriog  R.D 

1 

1 

2 

2 

Colwyn  Bav 

U.D 

7 

2 

1 

9 

1 

10 

Denbigh  U.D. 

1 

1 

4 

2 

4 

6 

Llanrwst  U.D. 

2 

2 

2 

Llangollen  U.D. 

1 

4 

1 

5 

1 

6 

Ruthin  U.D 

1 

1 

1 

Ruthin  R.D 

7 

1 

4 

11 

1 

12 

Wrexham  M.B. 

15 

2 

19 

1 

34 

3 

37 

Other  Areas: 

Edeyrnion  R.D. 

1 

1 

1 

Hawarden  R.D. 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

3 

Mold  R.D 

2 

2 

2 

All  Others 

14 

18 

17 

18 

31 

36 

67 

Total  External 
Grand  Total 

61 

27 

56 

28 

117 

55 

172 

143 

36 

127 

32 

270 

68 

338 

% of  Maternity  Home  Births  Illegitimate — 


Wrexham  Rural  District  7.8% 

All  Other  Areas  31.9% 

Total  20.1% 


Wrexham  Rurai.  District — Percentage  of  total  illegitimate  births  born 
at  Maternity  Homes=l  1 .9% 
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DEATHS. 

During  the  year  there  were  742  deaths  as  compared  with  668 
for  1944.  Of  the  total  deaths  94  7 were  males  and  395  were 
females.  In  1944,  361  were  males  and  307  were  females,  thus 
while  the  number  of  male  deaths  has  decreased  the  number  of 
female  deaths  has  substantially  increased  by  98.  The  causes  of 
death  are  given  in  Table  5. 

Upon  examining  the  table  of  causes  of  deaths,  it  will  be 
noticed  that  Heart  Diseases  show  the  greatest  number  of  deaths, 
namely  177  and  Intia-cranial  Vascular  Lesions,  such  as  Cerebral 
Haemorrhage,  show  a total  number  of  129  as  compared  with  194 
and  77  respectively  in  1944.  There  were  58  deaths  from  Bron- 
chitis, as  compared  with  54  in  1944,  and  Pneumonia  deaths  totalled 
39  as  compared  with  35  in  1944. 

102  deaths  occurred  from  all  types  of  Cancer,  of  which  25 
were  in  respect  of  cancer  of  the  stomach  and  duodenum,  17  of 
these  being  male  deaths.  27  deaths  occurred  from  Tuberculosis, 
of  which  18  were  females  and  9 were  males.  23  of  these  deaths 
were  of  respiratory  Tuberculosis  and  4 of  other  forms  of  Tuber- 
culosis. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  no  deaths  took  place  from 
Typhoid  and  Para-Typhoid  Fevers,  Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis, 
Scarlet  Fever,  nor  Whooping  Cough,  and  only  one  death  occurred 
from  Diphtheria,  which  was  in  respect  to  a case  which  had  nut  been 
immunised. 

Premature  births  were  responsible  for  15  deaths,  and  19 
other  deaths  were  in  respect  of  congenital  debility,  malformations, 
and  other  birth  injuries,  of  which  12  were  males. 

Of  the  total  number  of  deaths,  148  occurred  in  Rhosllanerch- 
rugog  ; 76  in  Broughton  ; 68  in  Cefn  ; 64  in  Bersham  ; and  61 
each  in  Brymbo  and  Gwersyllt.  35  deaths  took  place  in  Ruabon  ; 
32  in  Llangollen  Rural ; 30  in  Llay  ; 26  in  Penycae  ; and  20  in 
Allington.  There  were  no  deaths  in  the  parish  of  Erddig. 

DEATH  RATE. 

The  death  rate  for  the  year  was  12.42  as  compared  with  11.1 
in  1944  and  11.7  in  1943.  Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  there  was  a 
definite  increase  in  the  death  rate  during  the  year. 

The  death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  11.4. 

It  will  be  noted  from  the  table  of  vital  statistics  there  was  a 
very  high  death  rate  in  the  parish  of  Marchwiel,  namely  24.73, 
and  also  in  the  parishes  of  Erbistock  and  Isycoed,  namely  20.55 
and  20.0  respectively. 

DEATHS  FROM  MALIGNANT  DISEASES. 

During  the  year  there  were  102  deaths  from  Cancer  and 
Sarcoma,  this  being  an  increase  of  8 over  the  deaths  from  these 
diseases  in  1944. 
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The  ratio  of  deaths  from  Cancer  to  the  total  number  of  deaths 
was  1 : 7.3,  as  compared  with  1 : 7.1  for  the  previous  year. 

The  Malignant  Diseases  Death  Rate  per  1000  population 
was  1.7  as  compared  with  1.0  for  1944. 

It  may  be  of  interest  to  note  that  of  the  102  deaths,  17 
occurred  in  the  parish  of  Rhos,  16  in  Gwersyllt,  12  in  Cefn,  and 
11  in  the  paiish  of  Broughton. 


Deaths  from  Malignant  Diseases  according  to  sites. 


M. 

F. 

Tot. 

Buccal  cavity  and  oesophagus  (M)  uterus  (F) 

9 

8 

17 

Stomach  and  duodenum  . . 

17 

8 

25 

Breast 

7 

7 

All  other  sites  . . 

28 

25 

53 

54 

48 

102 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

During  the  year  there  were  71  deaths  of  children  under  one 
year  of  age,  and  of  these  37  were  neo-natal  deaths.  In  1944 
56  children  died  under  one  year.  Of  the  71  cases,  63  were  leg- 
itimate and  8 were  illegitimate  ; 41  were  males  and  30  were 
females. 

During  the  year  1945  a special  report  on  infantile  mortality 
1940 — 45  was  presented  to  the  Health  Committee.  This  report 
gave  the  quarterly  infantile  deaths  and  the  infantile  death  rate, 
together  with  the  births  for  each  quarter  of  the  five  years,  and  the 
last  table,  which  is  included  in  this  report,  summarised  the  rates 
on  a quinquennial  basis. 

It  has  to  be  pointed  out  that  these  quarterly  figures  dealt 
with  the  notifications  received  by  us  from  the  local  registrars  of 
births  and  deaths,  and  naturally  did  not  include  inward  trasfer- 
able  births. 

In  this  report,  certain  observations  were  made  which  might 
be  thought  advisable  to  repeat  in  this  annual  report.  Certain 
agricultural  parishes,  such  as  Erddig,  are  prominent  by  reason 
of  the  paucity  of  births  and  deaths  and  owing  to  the  fewness  of 
births  some  of  these  parishes  have  extremely  high  mortality 
rates. 

In  Cefn  the  infantile  rates  showed  a consistency  without  any 
abnormally  high  rates,  except  for  two  quarters  in  1941.  In  Llay 
many  quarters  showed  a complete  absence  of  deaths,  especially 
in  1944  and  1945,  and  the  quarterly  rates  from  1943  onwards  were 
not  excessive  except  in  the  second  quarter  of  1944.  In  the  parish 
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of  Gwersyllt  the  annual  rates  were  very  high  and  the  quinquennial 
rate  was  above  the  average.  In  the  year  ended  September  1944, 
only  one  death  took  place  whereas  during  the  year  ended  Sept- 
ember 1945,  eight  deaths  occurred,  but  six  of  these  took  place  in 
one  quarter. 

In  the  parish  of  Rhos,  which  has  the  largest  number  of  houses 
and  population  in  our  area,  there  was  a consistently  high  rate 
which  was  higher  than  that  for  the  area  as  a whole.  In  Broughton 
there  were  unevenly  distributed  quarterly  rates,  and  the  quin- 
quennial rate  was  higher  than  in  any  other  parish,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  three  strictly  agricultural  parishes  of  Bieston, 
Isycoed,  and  Marchwiel. 

Even  though  the  rates  for  individual  quarters  may  be  low  the 
general  tendencj'  was  for  some  correlation  between  high  rates  and 
the  housing  conditions.  This  was  seen  especially  in  Broughton, 
where  there  i s a large  number  of  unfit  houses,  and  it  may  be  stated 
that  the  standard  of  housing  in  this  particular  parish  is  well 
below  that  of  parishes  of  a similar  size  and  population.  In  ten 
quarters  the  rate  in  Broughton  was  well  over  the  100  mark,  but 
this  only  happened  in  five  quarters  in  the  laiger  parish  of  Rhos, 
which  has  a 50  per  cent,  increase  in  population  as  compared  with 
Broughton. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY  RATES. 

The  infantile  mortality  rate  was  63.0  as  compared  with  48.2 
in  1944  and  49.4  in  1943.  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was 
46.0  ; thus  the  rate  for  our  area  was  very  much  higher  than  that 
for  the  whole  kingdom. 

The  legitimate  mortality  rate  per  1000  legitimate  births  was 
61.9  as  compared  with  48.3  for  1944,  and  the  illegitimate  mortality 
rate  was  73.4  as  compared  with  46.5  for  the  previous  year.  Thus 
the  rates  as  a whole  did  not  compare  favourably  in  1945  with  those 
of  1944. 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY. 

Three  women  died  from  "other  causes”  in  consequence  of 
child-birth.  There  were  no  puerperal  infections. 

The  maternal  mortality  rate  was  2.66  per  1000  live  births 
and  2.56  per  1000  total  births.  The  corresponding  rate  for 
England  and  Wales  was  1.79  per  1000  total  births. 

ZYMOTIC  DISEASES  AND  ZYMOTIC  DISEASES  DEATH 
RATE. 

The  above  term  is  applied  to  the  seven  principal  zymotic 
diseases,  namely  Smallpox,  Scarlet  Fever,  Whooping  Cough, 
Enteric  Fever,  Measles,  Diarrhoea  and  Fever. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  these  diseases  was  1,  as  compared 
with  3 during  the  previous  year.  The  death  rate  per  1000  popula- 
tion was  0.02  as  compared  with  0.05  for  the  previous  year. 
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INFANTILE  DEATHS,  ACCORDING  TO  PARISHES,  ON  A QUINQUENNIAL  BASIS. 
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TABLE  V. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 


Causes  of  Death 

All 

M. 

Ages 

F. 

Tot. 

1 Typhoid  and  Para-typhoid  Fevers 

2 Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

3 Scarlet  Fever 

4 Whooping  Cough  . . 

5 Diphtheria  . . 

1 

1 

6 Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

9 

14 

23 

7 Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

4 

4 

8 Syphilitic  Diseases  . . 

1 

1 

9 Influenza 

2 

1 

3 

10  Measles 

1 

1 

2 

11  Acute  Polio-myelitis  and  Polio-encephalitis 

12  Acute  Infantile  Encephalitis 

13  Cancer  of  buc:  cav  : and  Oesophagus  (M) 
Uterus  (F) 

9 

8 

17 

14  Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

17 

8 

25 

15  Cancer  of  breast 

7 

7 

16  Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

28 

25 

53 

17  Diabetes 

3 

2 

5 

18  Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions 

45 

84 

129 

19  Heart  Diseases 

73 

104 

177 

20  Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

4 

7 

11 

21  Bronchitis  . . 

32 

26 

58 

22  Pneumonia  . . 

17 

22 

39 

23  Other  respiratory  diseases 

5 

5 

24  Ulcer  of  stomacli  and  duodenum  . . 

6 

6 

25  Diarrhoea  under  2 years  . . 

6 

1 

7 

26  Appendicitis 

2 

3 

5 

27  Other  Digestive  Diseases  . . 

6 

4 

10 

28  Nephritis 

6 

12 

18 

29  Puerperal  and  post  abortive  sepsis 

30  Other  maternal  causes 

3 

3 

31  Premature  birth 

6 

9 

15 

32  Congenital  debility,  malformations,  birth 
injuries,  etc. 

12 

7 

19 

33  Suicide 

2 

2 

4 

34  Road  traffic  accidents 

8 

1 

9 

35  Other  violent  causes 

13 

6 

19 

36  All  other  causes 

33 

34 

67 

Totals 

347 

395 

742 
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ANALYSIS  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS. 
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'Includes  37  Neo-natal  deaths,  ^Includes  16  Infantile  deaths.  ^Includes  7 Infantile  deaths.  §Not  immunised  against 

Diphtheria. 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  AND 
OTHER  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 

During  the  year  1945  1333  cases  of  infectious  and  other 
notifiable  diseases  were  notified  to  us,  as  compared  with  540  in 

1944.  This  increase,  on  the  face  of  it,  would  appear  to  be  very 
alarming  but  this  is  allayed  when  it  is  noted  that  the  notification 
of  Measles  increased  from  18  in  194-1  to  953  in  1945.  On  the  other 
hand,  Whooping  Cough  notifications  diminished  from  184  in 
1944  to  35  in  1945.  It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  the  notifications 
of  Diphtheria  diminished  from  71  in  the  previous  year  to  40  in 

1945,  whereas  during  the  year  there  were  145  cases  of  Scarlet, 
Fever  as  compared  with  111  in  1944. 

Two  cases  of  Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis  were  notified  during 
the  year  as  compared  with  one  in  1944,  of  which  one  was  admitted 
to  the  Isolation  Hospital  for  observation.  13  cases  of  Erysipelas 
were  notified,  as  compared  with  18  duiing  1944  and  only  one  case 
of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  as  compared  with  three  in  the  previous  year. 

The  incidence  of  Pneumonia  arose  from  55  in  1944  to  61  in 
1945.  Notifications  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  increased  from 
67  to  68,  whereas,  the  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  cases  di- 
minished from  32  in  the  previous  year  to  14  in  1945. 

Of  the  total  number  of  notifications  received,  353  were  from 
the  parish  of  Rhos,  282  of  which  were  in  respect  of  Measles.  226 
cases  from  the  parish  of  Llay  included  214  of  Measles.  125 
cases  from  Cefn  included  22  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  60  cases  of 
Measles.  108  cases  from  Gwersyllt  included  53  cases  of  Measles. 
In  the  parish  of  Brymbo  there  were  99  notifications  and  of  these 
84  were  of  Measles.  In  Broughton  there  were  79  cases  which 
included  56  cases  of  Measles.  The  parish  of  Bersham  had  a very 
low  incidence  of  infectious  diseases,  namely  only  21  cases,  taking 
into  consideration  the  thickly  populated  area  in  this  parish.  12 
of  the  cases  were  Measles.  In  Ruabon  there  were  94  cases  of 
infectious  and  other  notifiable  diseases,  of  which  60  were  of 
Measles  and  20  were  of  Scarlet  Fever.  In  Penycae  there  were 
40  cases,  of  which  28  were  cases  of  Measles.  In  Llangollen  Rural 
paiish  39  cases  were  notified,  including  25  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever 
and  only  8 of  Measles.  In  only  two  parishes  were  there  no  cases 
of  infectious  and  other  notifiable  diseases,  namely  Erddig  and 
Llantysilio. 

Of  the  1333  cases  notified,  169  were  admitted  to  the  Isolation 
Hospital  and  these  included  40  cases  of  Diphtheria  ; 123  cases 
of  Scarlet  Fever  ; 3 cases  of  Erysipelas  ; one  case  of  Pneumonia, 
and  two  cases  of  Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis. 

Of  the  1333  cases  of  notifiable  diseases  registered  during  the 
year,  448  were  in  respect  of  children  between  the  ages  of  5 and 
10  years,  and  of  these  346  were  cases  of  Measles  and  69  were  cases 
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of  Scarlet  Fever.  Under  the  age  of  one  year  57  cases  of  notifiable 
diseases  occurred,  including  39  cases  of  Measles  and  13  cases  of 
Pneumonia.  Under  the  age  of  5 years,  685  cases  of  infectious 
and  other  notifiable  diseases  were  notified,  which  included  573 
cases  of  Measles. 


Of  the  68  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  47  were  above 
the  age  of  20  years  and  55  were  above  the  age  of  15  years  ; there 
were  only  13  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  under  the  age  of 
15  years.  On  the  other  hand,  out  of  14  cases  of  Non-Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  9 were  under  the  age  of  15  years. 


SCARLET  FEVER. 

During  the  year  145  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified,  as 
compared  with  111  cases  in  1944.  69  of  these  cases  were  in  respect 

of  children  between  the  ages  of  5 and  10  years  and  96  between 
the  ages  of  5 and  15  years. 

The  greatest  number  of  cases  occurred  in  the  Llangollen 
Rural  Parish,  namely  25  ; 22  cases  were  notified  from  Cefn  ; 
20  from  Ruabon  and  19  from  Rhos.  Of  the  thickly  populated 
parishes  of  Bersham,  Broughton  and  Brymbo,  only  nine  cases 
occurred,  taking  the  parishes  as  a whole. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  there  were  no  deaths  from  Scarlet 
Fever  during  the  year  and  that  all  the  cases  which  were  admitted 
to  the  Isolation  Hospital  were  very7  mild  cases.  The  case  rate 
per  1000  population  was  2.4  as  compared  with  1.8  in  1944  and 
1.89  for  England  and  Wales. 

DIPHTHERIA. 

The  number  of  cases  notified  was  40,  as  compared  with  71 
in  1944  and  78  in  1943.  Thus  there  is  a very  satisfactory  dimin- 
ution during  the  last  few  years,  especially  so  during  1945.  Of 
the  40  cases  7 occurred  amongst  children  under  the  age  of  5 years  ; 
16  under  the  age  of  10  years  ; and  12  cases  between  the  ages  of 
10  and  15  years  and  7 between  the  ages  of  15  and  20  years. 

Of  the  25  actually  notified  under  14  years  of  age,  11  had  been 
previously  immunised,  and  it  is  of  interest  to  note  that  of  the  25 
cases  17  occurred  between  the  ages  of  5 and  14  years  and,  of  these, 
9 had  been  previously  immunised  and  were  no  doubt  due  for  a 
second  course  of  immunisation. 

All  these  cases  were  admitted  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  and 
there  was  only  one  death  in  respect  to  a case  which  had  not  been 
immunised. 

Of  the  total  cases  notified,  9 came  from  the  parish  of  Gwer- 
syllt  ; 8 from  Cefn  ; and  4 from  Rhos.  In  view  of  the  discussions 
which  have  taken  place  in  the  past  years,  it  is  satisfactory  to 
note  that  there  are  no  cases  from  Llay  nor  from  Penycae,  and 
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only  three  cases  each  from  Bersham,  Broughton,  Brymbo  and 
Gresford.  The  case  rate  per  1000  population  was  0.67  as  com- 
pared with  1.1  in  1944  and  0.46  for  England  and  Wales. 

ENTERIC  FEVER. 

There  were  no  cases  notified  during  the  year. 

ENCEPHALITIS  LETHARGICA. 

There  were  no  cases  notified  during  the  year. 

ACUTE  POLIO-MYELITIS. 

One  case  was  notified  during  the  year. 

ERYSIPELAS. 

13  cases,  six  of  which  came  from  Rhos,  three  from  Cefn,  and 
two  from  Broughton,  were  notified  during  the  year,  as  compared 
with  18  during  1944. 

CEREBRO-SPINAL  MENINGITIS. 

Two  cases  were  notified  during  the  year  and  admitted  to  the 
Isolation  Hospital.  One  case  was  admitted  for  observation  only. 
One  death  occurred. 

PUERPERAL  PYREXIA. 

One  case  was  notified  from  Cefn,  as  compared  with  three  in 
1944. 

PNEUMONIA. 

61  cases  were  notified  during  the  year,  as  compared  with  55 
in  1944.  Of  these,  22  came  from  the  parish  of  Gwersyllt,  11 
from  Cefn  and  also  from  Rhos.  There  were  39  deaths  during  the 
year,  of  these  7 occurred  in  Gwersyllt ; 8 in  Cefn  ; 5 in  Brymbo  ; 
5 in  Broughton  ; 4 in  Penycae,  and  2 in  Rhos. 

In  comparing  the  parochial  incidence  of  Pneumonia  cases 
with  that  of  deaths  from  Pneumonia  in  each  parish,  certain  inter- 
esting features  come  to  light.  In  Allington  no  notifications  were 
received  but  one  death  occurred.  In  Bersham  no  notifications 
were  received,  but  one  death  was  registered.  In  Broughton  8 
notifications  but  five  deaths  ; in  Brymbo  no  notifications  but 
five  deaths  ; in  Cefn  8 notifications  and  8 deaths  ; in  Erbistock 
no  notifications  and  one  death  ; in  Esclusham  Below  one  notifica- 
tion and  two  deaths  ; in  Gwersyllt  22  notifications  and  seven 
deaths  ; in  Llay  no  notifications  and  one  death  ; in  Marchwiel 
one  notification  and  one  death;  in  Penycae  4 notifications  and 


^4  deaths  ; in  Rhos  11  notifications  and  2 deaths,  and  in  Ruabon 
4 notifications  and  1 death. 

The  above  figures  indicate  in  a striking  manner  that  the 
general  practitioners  are  not  notifying  cases  as  strictly  as  one 
would  desire  them  to  do  so.  Instances  have  occurred  in  which 
the  number  of  deaths  exceed  the  number  of  notifications  or  where 
the  number  of  notifications  received  equal  the  number  of  deaths. 
It  may  be  pointed  out  that  during  recent  years  the  medical 
profession  have  at  their  service  important  drugs  of  the  Sulphan- 
ilamide  group,  not  to  mention  Penicillin,  which  have  a marked 
effect  in  curing  cases  of  Pneumonia,  and  one  cannot  expect  in 
these  days  that  every  case  of  Pneumonia  dies.  It  would  appear 
that  the  only  parishes  where  satisfactory  notification  takes  place 
is  in  the  parishes  of  Gwersyllt  and  Rhos. 

This  question  of  notification  by  the  general  practitioner  was 
discussed  many  years  ago  at  the  Health  Committee  meetings 
and  the  individual  practitioners  were  circularised,  much  to  their 
annoyance,  regarding  this  matter.  The  medical  profession  must 
be  fully  aware  of  its  duties  to  notify  cases  of  Pneumonia  im- 
mediately the  practitioner  has  diagnosed  the  infection  and  one 
can  only  hope  that'  a substantial  improvement  will  take  place  in 
the  future.  The  present  situation  is  certainly  unsatisfactory. 

WHOOPING  COUGH. 

As  I have  already  indicated,  35  cases  were  notified  as  com- 
pared with  184  in  1944  and  65  in  1943.  Of  the  35  cases,  12  oc- 
curred in  Rhos  ; 10  in  Cefn  ; and  3 each  in  the  parishes  of  Gwer- 
syllt and  Burton.  There  were  no  deaths  during  the  year. 

MEASLES. 

I have  already  referred  to  the  fact  that  there  were  953  cases 
notified  during  the  year,  as  compared  with  18  in  1944,  251  in 
1943,  and  450  in  1942.  There  were  no  deaths  during  the  year. 

Of  the  953  cases,  282  occurred  in  Rhos  ; 214  in  Llay  ; 84 
in  Brymbo  ; 60  in  Cefn  ; 56  in  Broughton  ; 53  in  Gwersyllt  ; 
and  60  in  Ruabon.  The  only  four  parishes  were  there  no  cases  of 
Measles,  namely  Erddig,  Llantysilio,  Minera  and  Sesswick. 

One  interesting  feature  in  the  case  of  Measles  is  the  periodicity 
of  epidemics  which  occurs  approximately  every  92nd  week,  so  that 
' one  can  expect  variations  to  take  place  from  year  to  year.  The 
figure  of  953,  however,  is  the  highest  we  have  ever  experienced 
since  the  notification  of  Measles  came  into  effect. 

SMALLPOX. 

* There  were  no  cases  notified  during  the  year,  but  the  attention 
of  the  Health  Department  was  drawn,  from  time  to  time,  to  non- 
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civilian  contacts  of  cases  of  Smallpox  in  ships  coming  from  the1 
East,  especially  from  India.  These  contacts  were  followed  up 
and  1 am  pleased  to  state  that  we  have  not  had  any  cases  in  our 
area. 

OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 

These  cases  are  primarily  notified  to  the  County  Council,  it 
being  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Authority  for  the  Rural 
District,  and  any  notifications  received  by  the  County  Health 
Department  should  be  reported  to  us,  but  we  have  had  no  intim- 
ation of  any  cases  notified  during  the  year. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

82  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  notified  during  the  year,  as 
compared  with  89  in  1944.  Of  these  cases,  68  were  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  and  14  were  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis.  15 
•of  the  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  cases  were  notified  from  Rhos  ; 
11  from  Cefn  ; 8 from  Gwersyllt  ; 6 each  from  Broughton  and 
Brymbo,  and  5 from  Ruabon.  4 of  the  Non-Pulmonary  cases 

came  from  Rhos,  and  2 each  from  Llay,  Cefn  and  Bersham. 

• 

Of  the  68  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  cases,  4 occurred  under  the 
age  of  5 3'ears  and  9 amongst  school  children  between  the  ages 
of  5 and  15  years.  8 occurred  in  adolescents  between  15  and 
20  years  and  47  occurred  over  the  age  of  20  years. 

4 of  the  non-pulmonary  cases  occurred  amongst  children 
below  the  age  of  5 years  ; 5 between  the  ages  of  5 and  15  years 
and  4 over  the  age  of  20  years. 

IMMUNISATION  AGAINST  DIPHTHERIA. 

The  immunisation  against  Diphtheria  in  respect  of  children 
under  5 years  of  age  and  those  of  school  age  is  mainly  carried  out 
by  the  staff  of  the  County  Health  Department,  although  a few 
cases  are  immunised  by  myself. 

During  the  year  1312  cases  under  the  age  of  15  years  were 
immunised,  as  compared  with  1461  in  1944.  Of  these  cases,  881 
were  under  5 years  of  age  and  431  were  between  5 and  15  years. 

In  a return  submitted  to  the  Welsh  Board  of  Health,  it  was 
stated  that  10,611  children  under  the  age  of  15  years  had  been 
immunised  in  our  area  out  of  an  estimated  child  population  of 
14,600.  This  is  a satisfactory  state  of  affairs,  though  one  would 
wish  that  more  children  were  immunised  so  as  to  bring  the  percent- 
age up  to  100  per  cent. 

At  the  same  time  the  success  of  a campaign  of  immunisation 
such  as  we  have  had  during  the  last  few  years  must  be  decided, 
not  so  much  by  the  number  of  children  immunised,  but  by  the 
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effect  on  the  incidence  of  Diphtheria.  It  is  known  that  the 
incidence  has  decreased  remarkably  in  our  area  during  the  last 
few  years  and,  at  the  time  of  compiling  this  report,  there  have 
been  extremely  few  cases  of  Diphtheria  for  many  months.  The 
fewer  cases  of  Diphtheria  naturally  indicate  fewer  carriers  of  the 
disease.  It  is  well  known  that  Diphtheria,  like  certain  other 
infectious  diseases,  can  be  spread  by  carriers  who  are  not  them- 
selves suffering  from  the  disease  although  they  carry  the  causative 
bacilli  in  their  throats  and  noses. 

The  cases  of  Diphtheria  which  had  been  admitted  to  the 
Isolation  Hospital  were  extremely  mild  in  character,  with  the 
exception  of  certain  elderly  people  who  had  not  been  immunised 
during  previous  years. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  Diphtheria  has  diminished  re- 
markably during  the  last  few  years  and,  no  doubt,  the  protection 
produced  by  immunisation  is  an  important  factor  in  this  satis- 
factory state  of  affairs. 

In  November  1945  regulations  were  submitted  by  the  Welsh 
Board  of  Health  on  the  question  of  Diphtheria  immunisation. 
The  chief  items  in  these  regulations  were  the  necessity  of  keeping 
a card  index  system  under  which  an  individual  record  is  kept  of 
each  child  immunised,  and  for  a half-yearly  return  to  be  sent  to 
the  Welsh  Board  of  Health  together  with  an  annual  return  at  the 
end  of  each  year  ; also  reports  on  any  immunised  children  who 
may  have  died  from  Diphtheria.  Up  to  the  present,  it  has  not 
been  found  necessary  to  submit  any  of  these  reports.  The 
question  of  a card  index  system  is  a difficult  one  in  that  although 
practically  all  the  cases  are  immunised  by  the  County  Health 
Staff  it  is  still  necessary  for  the  records  to  be  maintained  by  us. 
The  system  is  now  being  introduced  into  our  area,  as  far  as  it  is 
possible  to  undertake. 
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TABLE  VII 


Table  of  infections  and  other  notifiable  diseases  cases  notified  and 
removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  from  Council  Houses 
during  the  year  1945. 


Cases  Notified 

Removed  to  Hospital 

Diphtheria 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Erysipelas 

Pneumonia 

Total 

Diphtheria 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Erysipelas 

Pneumonia 

Total 

Broughton 

1 

1 

Brymbo 

2 

2 

2 

2 

Cefn 

3 

2 

2 

7 

3 

2 

5 

Esclusham  Below 

2 

3 

1 

6 

2 

2 

4 

Gresford  . . 

1 

1 

Gwersj  lit 

2 

4 

11 

17 

2 

4 

6 

Llav 

5 

5 

5 

5 

Penycae  . . 

1 

1 

Rhos 

2 

1 

2 

5 

2 

2 

Ruabon  . . 

1 

2 

1 

4 

1 

2 

* 

o 

«J 

8 

21 

2 

18 

49 

8 

19 

27 
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TABLE  VIII. 


Prevalence  of  and  Control  over  Infectious  Diseases. 
Notifiable  diseases  during  the  year. 


Diseases 

Total 

Cases 

notified 

Cases  ad- 
mitted to 
Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Smallpox  . . 

Diphtheria 

40* * * § 

40* 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

145 1 

123 1 

Enteric  Fever 

(including  Para-typhoid) 

Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis 

2t 

2 + 

Measles 

953 

Whooping  Cough  . . 

35 

Pneumonia 

61 

1 

39 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

Other  diseases  generally  notifiable: 
Encephalitis  Lethargica  . . 

Polio-Encephalitis 

Erysipelas  . . 

13 

3 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

1 

Tuberculosis 

82  § 

27 

1333 

169 

67 

* Includes  8 cases  later  diagnosed  as  Tonsillitis, 

t Includes  3 observation  cases  ; one  case  later  diagnosed  as 
Scabies  ; one  case  later  diagnosed  as  Scarlet  Fever  and  Pneumonia, 
and  one  case  later  diagnosed  as  Measles. 

t Includes- one  case  admitted  for  observation  only. 

§ Includes  two  cases  which  died  previous  to  notification. 
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TABLE  IX. 

INCIDENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  ACCORDING  TO  AGE. 
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TUBERCULOSIS  CASES  NOTIFIED  DURING  THE  YEAR.  ARRANGED  ACCORDING  TO  AGES, 
ALSO  TOTAL  DEATHS  FROM  TUBERCULOSIS  ACCORDING  TO  AGES. 
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INCIDENCE  OF  ALL  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  ACCORDING  TO  PARISHES. 
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TABLE  XII. 


(1)  DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION  IN  RELATION  TO  CHILD 

POPULATION. 

(2)  DIPHTHERIA  NOTIFICATIONS  AND  DEATHS  IN  RELATION 

TO  IMMUNISATION. 


(1)  Number  of  children  who  had  completed  a full  course  of  immunisation 
at  any  time  up  to  31st  December,  1 9-45. 


Age  at 
31.12.45 
i.e. 

born  in  year 

Under 

l 

1945 

1 year 
year 

1944 

2 

years 

3 

years 

4 

years 

5—9 

years 

10—14 

years 

Total 

under 

15 

Number 

immunised 

4 . 

705 

719 

745 

704 

3543 

4589 

1 J ,069 

Estimated 

mid-year 

population 

1945 

5300 

93( 

)0 

14,600 

(2)  Diphtheria  notifications  and  deaths  in  relation  to  immunisation. 


j 

Notifications* 

Deaths f 

Age  at  date 

°f 

Notification 

or 

Death 

Number 
of  cases 
notified 
in  1945 

No.  of  cases  included 
in  preceding  column 
in  which  the  child 
had  completed  a full 
course  of 
immunisation 

Number 
of  deaths 
regis- 
tered in 
1945 

No.  of  cases  included 
in  preceding  column 
in  which  the  child 
had  completed  a full 
course  of 
immunisation 

Under — 

1 year  

1 

1 year  

1 

2 years  

3 

1 

3 years  

2 

1 

4 years  

1 

• 

1 

5 — 9 years 

8 

5 

10—14 
years 

9 

4 

Total 

25 

1J 

1 

* Notifications  are  shown  on  basis  of  corrected  diagnosis. 

f Deaths  finally  registered  after  allowing  for  inward  and  outward  transfers 
in  the  Rural  District. 
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ISOLATION  HOSPITAL.  ^ 

On  1st  January,  1945,  there  were  27  patients  in  the  hospital, 
including  16  Scarlet  Fever  cases,  10  of  Diphtheria,  and  one  of 
Chickenpox  which  had  been  admitted  as  a Scarlet  Fever  case. 

During  the  year  289  patients  were  admitted,  as  against  356 
in  1944.  Of  these  175  were  Scarlet  Fever  and  Scarlet  Fever 
observation  cases  ; 69  Diphtheria  cases  ; 15  Tonsillitis  ; 8 Cerebro 
spinal  Meningitis  and  6 observation  Ccrebro-spinal  Meningitis  ; 

6 cases  of  Erysipelas  ; 4 of  Measles  (admitted  as  Scarlet  Fever) 
and  6 other  cases. 

Of  the  total  number  of  admissions,  171  were  admitted  from 
the  Wrexham  Rural  District  ; 69  from  the  Borough  of  Wrexham  ; 

4 from  Llangollen  Urban  District  ; 2 from  Overton  Rural  District  ; 

23  from  Ruthin  Rural  District,  16  of  which  were  Scarlet  Fever 
cases  ; 2 from  Hiraethog  Rural  District  ; 3 from  Oswestry  Rural 
District,  and  these  were  non-civilians  from  Park  Hall  Camp. 

13  cases  were  also  admitted  from  Dolgelley  Rural  District,  from 
such  places  as  Abergynolwyn  and  Llwyngwril,  of  which  11  were 
cases  of  Diphtheria.  One  admission  came  from  Penllyn  Rural 
District  and  one  from  Hawarden  Rural  District. 

304  cases  were  discharged  during  the  year  and  there  were 
4 deaths,  namely  one  Diphtheria  and  one  Pneumonia  from  the 
Wrexham  Rural  District  ; one  Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis  from  the 
Ruthin  Rural  District  and  one  case  of  Tubercular  Meningitis 
from  the  Borough  of  Wrexham.  9 cases  remained  in  hospital 
at  the  end  of  the  year,  all  of  which  were  Wrexham  R.D.  cases, 
namely  3 cases  of  Diphtheria  and  6 of  Scarlet  Fever. 

It  will  have  been  noticed  that  13  cases  were  admitted  from 
the  Dolgelley  R.D.  A very  severe  epidemic  of  Diphtheria  oc- 
curred in  this  area,  and  although  most  of  the  cases  were  sent  to 
Aberystwyth  and  Caernarvon,  some  were  sent  to  us  owing  to  the 
difficulty  of  finding  accommodation  elsewhere.  Some  of  these 
cases  were  extremely  acute,  and  although  some  of  the  patients 
were  in  for  long  periods  every  one  of  them  made  satisfactory 
progress  and  was  discharged. 

A notable  feature  in  the  work  of  the  Isolation  Hospital  has 
been  the  progressive  drop  in  the  cases  of  Diphtheria,  and  it  will 
be  noticed  that  at  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  only  3 cases  in 
hospital.  Of  the  69  cases  admitted  during  the  j-ear,  32  came  from 
the  Wrexham  Rural  District  ; 20  from  the  Borough  of  Wrexham  ; 

4 from  Ruthin  Rural  District ; 2 from  Hiraethog  Rural  District ; 
and  11  from  Dolgelley  Rural  District. 

Continued  use  has  been  made  of  the  facilities  offered  by  the 
Emergency  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Conway,  for  the  examina- 
tion of  swabs  from  the  Diphtheria  patients  in  order  that  typing 
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of  the  organism  should  be  carried  out.  A few  samples  of  cerebro- 
spinal fluid  were  also  sent  for  examination. 

During  the  year  a letter  was  received  from  the  Denbighshire 
Countv  Council  enquiring  whether  the  Fever  Hospital  Com- 
mittee would  rent,  for  a temporary  period,  a portion  of  the  hospital. 
The  application  was  made  in  reference  to  the  difficulty  that  the 
County  Council  had  in  providing  adequate  facilities  for  confine- 
ments and  for  providing  extra  facilities  to  those  available  at  the 
Croesnewydd  Hospital  for  these  cases. 

A report  by  me  was  submitted  on  this  question  to  the  Joint 
Fever  Hospital  Committee,  and  in  it  was  pointed  out  the  fact 
that  as  the  population  of  the  area  served  by  the  Fever  Hospital 
was  105,000,  we  should  possess  105  beds,  but  the  Welsh  Board 
of  Health  was  of  the  opinion  that,  on  floor  space  accommodation, 
our  hospital  contained  75  beds.  It  was  pointed  out  that  if  one 
big  block  of  21  beds  was  even  temporarily  transferred  to  the 
County  Council  we  would  only  have  at  our  disposal  54  beds,  which 
is  approximately  one  bed  for  every  2000  inhabitants  instead  of 
the  usual  one  bed  per  1000  inhabitants,  which  is  considered  an 
ideal  arrangement  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

It  has  to  be  pointed  out  that,  owing  to  the  decreasing  number 
of  cases  of  Diphtheria  and  of  Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis,  the  hospital 
was  not  utilised  to  the  same  extent  as  in  past  years  but  even  so 
one  has  to  be  prepared  to  meet  the  claims  of  a sudden  emergency 
which  may  arise.  During  the  last  few  years  many  such  emerg- 
encies have  arisen,  such  as  in  Ruthin  Rural  District,  and  even 
in  such  sparsely  populated  areas  as  Hiraethog  Rural  District, 
and  I need  hardly  refer  to  the  fact  that  during  the  last  six  years 
we  have  had  to  deal  with  an  extensive  outbreak  of  Cerebro- 
spinal Meningitis,  entailing  over  300  admissions  from  this  one 
disease,  and  during  the  peak  period  of  the  epidemic  as  many 
as  50  cases  of  Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis  were  in  hospital,  in 
addition  to  cases  of  Diphtheria  and  Scarlet  Fever.  Again,  some 
two  years  ago  a sudden  outbreak  of  Dysentery  occurred  in  a certain 
residential  institution  for  waifs  and  strays  at  Cefnybedd,  when 
17  cases  were  admitted  to  the  hospital  and  made  full  use  of  one 
block. 

In  my  report  I pointed  out  that  should  the  County  Council 
take  over  the  block  which  they  desired,  it  would  mean  depriving 
the  hospital  of  the  operating  theatre,  which  must  be  regarded  as 
essential  for  the  proper  working  of  a F'ever  Hospital,  even  though 
such  an  operating  theatre  may  not  be  in  use  except  for  certain 
emergencies,  such  as  Tracheotomy  in  cases  of  Diphtheria,  per- 
foration in  cases  of  Typhoid  Fever,  and  even  mastoids  in  cases 
of  Scarlet  Fever. 


I further  pointed  out  in  my  report  that  it  would  be  a very  " 
dangerous  precedent  for  non-infectious,  bed-ridden  women  from 
Croesncwydd  Hospital  to  be  admitted  within  the  confines  of  the 
hospital  area.  Difficulties  would  no  doubt  arise  as  to  the  approach 
from  Croesncwydd  to  the  proposed  block,  especially  as  one  could 
not  in  any  case  give  up  the  cubicles  which  are  an  essential  feature 
of  a modern  Isolation  Hospital,  and  which  are  in  continual  use 
for  cases  of  mixed  infections  and  also  for  cases  of  Erysipelas. 

As  an.  example,  one  need  only  quote  an  instance  of  a patient  from 
Llangwyfan  Sanatorium,  suffering  from  Tuberculosis  and  also 
from  an  infectious  disease,  requiring  admission  to  our  hospital. 

One  need  hardly  stress  the  point  that  we  have  a statutory 
obligation  to  undertake  the  treatment  of  infectious  cases  for  the 
whole  of  our  area. 

This  letter  from  the  County  Council  was  discussed  by  the 
Isolation  Hospital  Committee  and  the  application  regretfully 
turned  down.  However  much  we  may  sympathise  with  the  position 
of  the  County  Council,  one  must  take  into  consideration  primarily 
the  needs  of  the  Fever  Hospital  contributory  area,  and  be  prepared 
to  meet  any  sudden  call  from  whatever  quarter  it  may  come, 
for  the  use  of  our  hospital  for  infectious  cases. 

I wish  to  refer  to  the  excellent  work  done  by  the  Matron, 
Assistant-Matron,  the  sisters  and  other  members  of  the  mursing 
staff  during  the  year.  The  numbers  of  the  staff  have  been  con- 
tinually below  those  one  would  regard  as  necessary,  but  although 
the  staff  has  diminished  in  number  every  nurse  has  carried  out 
her  duties  in  a most  efficient  manner.  The  fewer  the  members 
of  the  nursing  staff  the  more  difficult  it  is  to  arrange  off  duty 
times  and  holiday  periods,  due  regard  being  paid  to  the  strict 
observance  of  the  conditions  laid  down  by  the  Rushcliffe  report 
on  the  salaries  of  nurses  and  the  amenities  which  they  should 
enjoy. 

It  may  be  pointed  out  that  however  few  the  number  of  cases 
that  may  be  in  hospital,  the  nursing  staff  cannot  be  reduced  in 
number  below  a certain  minimum.  At  the  same  time,  difficulties 
have  arisen  in  reference  to  the  night  duties,  as  it  is  certainly 
inadvisable  that  there  should  be  less  than  two  nurses  on  duty  at 
the  same  time  ; even  so,  our  staff  has  been  so  depleted  that  at 
times  only  one  nurse  was  available  for  night  duty. 

During  the  year  an  application  from  the  Ruthin  Rural  District 
Council  was  received  for  the  allocation  of  twenty  beds  instead  of 
the  present  quota  of  ten  beds.  This  matter  was  discussed  in 
committee  and  a reply  was  sent  to  the  Ruthin  R.D.C.,  intimating 
that  we  would  always  deal  sympathetically  with  their  cases,  as 
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with  all  others,  provided  adequate  accommodation  was  available 
at  the  hospital.  There  have  been  periods  in  the  past  when  t lie 
number  of  cases  from  any  individual  area  was  far  in  excess  of  any 
quota  of  beds  allowed  to  that  area. 


Ambulance  Service. 

The  motor  ambulances  of  the  Isolation  Hospital  travelled  a 
distance  of  6441  miles  during  the  year,  as  against  6294  miles 
during  1944. 


Work  done  at  the  Isolation  Hospital  Laboratory 
during  the  year. 


Positive 

Negative 

Total 

Throat  swabs  submitted  by  doctors 

6 

103 

100 

Throat  swabs  taken  of  hospital  patients 

31 

142 

173 

Total 

37 

245 

282 
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ISOLATION  HOSPITAL  REPORT  FOR  YEAR  ENDING  31st  DECEMBER,  1945. 
PARTICULARS  OF  ADMISSIONS,  DISCHARGES,  etc. 
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XIII  (continued) 
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HOSPITALS,  INSTITUTIONS  AND  NURSING  SERVICES 
AVAILABLE  FOR  THE  DISTRICT. 

Hospital  Accommodation. 

(1)  GENERAL: 

(a)  Wrexham  and  East  Denbighshire  War  Memorial  Hospital, 

136  beds. 

(b)  Croesnewydd  Hospital  (under  the  control  of  the  Denbighshire 

County  Council),  171  beds. 

( c ) E.M.S.  Hospital,  Croesnewydd,  350  beds. 

(2)  TUBERCULOSIS.  Welsh  National  Memorial  Association. 

(a)  Llangwyfan  Sanatorium,  59  beds. 

(b)  Talgarth  Sanatorium,  286  beds. 

( c ) Meadowslea  Hospital,  250  beds. 

(d)  Emergency  Sanatorium  (Government  pavilions)  attached  to 

Llangwyfan  Sanatorium,  150  beds. 

(e)  Highland  Moors  Convalescent  Home,  Llandrindod,  60  beds. 

(/)  Home  for  Girls  ; Penhesgwyn  Open  Air  Home,  Menai  Bridge, 

16  beds. 

(3)  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES: 

Wrexham  Isolation  Hospital — 92  beds,  12  cots.  This  hospital  is 
owned  by  the  Wrexham  Rural  District  Council,  and 
administered  by  a joint  committee  of  representatives  from 
the  following  local  authorities,  viz.:  Wrexham  Rural 

District  Council  ; Wrexham  Borough  Council  ; Llangollen 
Urban  District  Council  ; Overton  Rural  District  Council  ; 
Hiraethog  Rural  District  Council  and  Ruthin  Rural 
District  Council,  for  all  of  which  authorities  beds  are 
available. 

(4)  MATERNITY  CASES: 

(a)  Ruabon  Maternity  Hospital — 12  beds. 

(b)  Gladwyn  Maternity  Home — 28  beds. 

(5)  SMALLPOX: 

Rhydtalog  Hospital,  Flintshire — 12  beds. 

This  hospital  is  under  the  administration  of  the  Denbigh- 
shire County  Council. 

(6)  ORTHOPAEDIC. 

Robert  Jones  and  Agnes  Hunt  Orthopaedic  Hospital, 
Gobowen.  The  diagnosis  and  after-care  treatment  of 
orthopaedic  cases  is  carried  out  at  the  County  Health 
Clinic,  Grosvenor  Road,  Wrexham,  supplemented  by 
institutional  treatment  at  the  Orthopaedic  Hospital, 
Gobowen,  in  conjunction  with  which  there  is  the  Denbigh- 
shire Voluntary  Orthopaedic  Association  which  is  doing 
excellent  work  in  providing  treatment  and  admission  to 
the  Hospital. 
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(7)  ARTIFICIAL  LIGHT  CLINIC. 

Established  at  the  local  Tuberculosis  Dispensary. 

(8)  PRIVATE  NURSING  HOMES: 

There  are  three  private  nursing  homes  in  the  area,  two  of 
which  at  least  take  in  maternity  cases. 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

(1)  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES: 

Two  motor  ambulances,  attached  to  the  Wrexham  Isola- 
tion Hospital,  are  available  for  the  transport  of  cases 
suffering  from  infectious  diseases. 

(2)  NON-INFECTIOUS  AND  CASUALTY  CASES  : 

Motor  ambulances,  attached  to  the  Wrexham  Branch  of 
the  St.  John  Ambulance  Corps,  are  available  for  the  trans- 
port of  casualties  and  non-infectious  cases  to  and  from  the 
hospital  in  the  district. 

Laboratory  Facilities. 

(1)  ISOLATION  HOSPITAL  LABORATORY: 

For  Diphtheria  swabs. 

(2)  EMERGENCY  PUBLIC  HEALTH  LABORATORY, 
CONWAY  : 

For  typing  of  Diphtheria  bacilli,  investigations  in  reference 
to  infectious  diseases,  milk  samples,  water  samples  and 
food  samples. 

(3)  E.M.S.  PATHOLOGICAL  LABORATORY: 

Croesnewydd  Hospital. 

(4)  Samples  of  milk  are  also  sent  to  the  Pathological  Department 

of  the  Wrexham  War  Memorial  Hospital  and  the  Chester 
Royal  Infirmary  ; samples  are  also  sent  to  the  University 
College  of  North  Wales  (School  of  Agriculture),  Bangor. 

(5)  Milk  samples  for  Resazurin  and  methylene  blue  test  are  also 

sent  to  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  Laboratory 
at  Rhosymedre. 


Clinics. 

(1)  MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  CLINICS: 
These  are  established  in  the  following  areas — Rhos,  Llay, 
Southsea,  Brymbo,  Rhostyllen,  Gwersyllt,  Coedpoeth, 
Broughton  and  Cefn. 

(2)  SCHOOL  CLINICS: 

The  nine  child  welfare  clinics  in  the  above  areas  are  used 
as  minor  ailment  clinics. 


(3)  TUBERCULOSIS  CLINIC: 

The  consultation  clinic  under  the  control  of  the  King 
Edward  VII  Welsh  National  Memorial  Association  is 
situated  in  Grosvenor  Road,  Wrexham.  The  clinic  is  open 
two  daj^s  a week  though  appointments  are  made  at  other 
times. 


(4)  VENEREAL  DISEASES  CLINIC: 

This  is  situated  in  the  Wrexham  War  Memorial  Hospital, 
and  is  under  the  control  of  the  Denbighshire  County 
Council. 


Nursing  Services. 

(1)  GENERAL: 

Voluntary  Nursing  Associations  are  established  in  the 
following  areas,  with,  the  object  of  providing  one  or  more 
nurses  for  the  home  visiting  of  the  sick,  infectious  cases 
excluded. 


Esclusham  1 nurse.  Gresford 

Brymbo  < 1 nurse.  Holt 

Broughton  2 nurses.  Llay 

Coedpoeth  1 nurse.  Rossett 

Gwersyllt  2 nurses.  . Rhos 

Trevor 


1 nurse. 

1 nurse. 

2 nurses 
1 nurse. 
1 nurse. 
1 nurse. 


(2)  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES: 

There  are  no  arrangements,  either  voluntary  or  official, 
for  the  nursing  of  home  cases  of  infectious  diseases,  except 
as  may  be  decided  in  emergencies  by  the  District  Council. 


(3)  MIDWIVES: 

There  are  33  midwives  practising  in  the  rural  district, 
under  the  control  of  the  Denbighshire  County  Council, 


as  follows  : 

Brynteg 

2 

• 

Summerliill 

9 

Garth 

1 

Bwlchgwyn 

2 

Ru  aboil 

3 

Broughton 

1 

Rossett 

1 

New  Broughton 

1 

Cefn 

2 

Rhostyllen 

2 

Acrefair 

i 

Coedpoeth 

3 

Holt 

i 

Overton  Bridge 

1 

Llay 

2 

Froncysyllte 

1 

Gresford 

i 

Lodge 

1 

Rhos 

3 

Gwersyllt 

1 

Brymbo 

1 

(4)  HEALTH  VISITORS: 

There  are  six  health  visitors  and  school  nurses  employed 
in  the  rural  district  on  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  and 
School  Medical  work.  They  are  under  the  control  of  the 
Denbighshire  County  Council. 
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^ PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  WREXHAM  RURAL 
DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

During  the  period  of  hostilities,  the  Public  Plealth  staff  was 
very  much  curtailed.  Three  of  the  sanitary  inspectors  joined 
H.M.  Forces  and  the  whole  of  the  sanitary  work  for  the  area  was 
performed  by  Mr.  D.  Thomas,  Mr.  H.  C.  D.  Jones  and  Mr.  S. 
Davies.  Undoubtedly  the  shortage  of  staff  led  to  a certain 
amount  of  curtailment  of  work  which  could  be  carried  out,  espec- 
ially as  a large  amount  of  work  was  laid  upon  the  shoulders  of  the 
inspectors  in  refeience  to  the  evacuation  of  children  and  elderly 
persons  from  bombed-out  areas  into  the  rural  district. 

Two  of  our  clerks  also  enlisted  in  H.M.  Forces. and  their 
places  were  taken  by  two  lady'  clerks,  who  carried  out  their  duties 
in  a very  efficient  manner. 

It  may  be  of  interest  to  note  that  one  of  our  inspectors  was 
taken  prisoner  by  the  Japanese,  and  that  at  the  end  of  the  year 
arrangements  were  made  for  his  repatriation  to  this  country. 

At  the  time  of  compiling  this  report,  all  the  members  of  the 
department  had  resumed  their  normal  duties. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

During  the  year  a great  deal  of  attention  was  paid  to  the 
water  supply  of  the  area.  As  already  indicated  in  previous 
annual  reports,  the  present  system  of  water  supply  in  our  area 
is  a most  complicated  one,  there  being  one  Town  Trust,  namely 
at  Holt,  two  supplies  belonging  to  the  Rural  District  Council, 
namely  at  Garth  and  Froncysyllte,  and  four  water  companies — 
Brymbo  Water  Company,  Wrexham  and  East  Denbighshire 
Water  Company,  Iinabon  Water  Company  and  Cefn  Water 
Company. 

This  multiplicity  of  water  schemes  cannot  be> regarded  as  an 
ideal  arrangement  in  an  area  such  as  ours,  and  no  doubt  the  area 
would  profit  were  some  arrangement  made  whereby  all  the 
companies  formed  part  of  one  concern  or,  on  the  other  hand,  a 
greater  amount  of  co-operation  between  the  various  companies 
existed. 

The  present  position  is  more  serious  in  times  of  drought, 
when  the  reservoir  supplies  of  the  smaller  companies  diminish 
to  a dangerous  level  as  indicated  by  the  necessity  of  cutting  off 
the  supply  of  water  for  substantial  periods  each  day,  as  has 
happened  in  the  past  on  many  occasions. 

At  the  present  time  there  are  no  inter-connections  of  mains 
from  one  company’s  supply  to  another,  so  that  in  the  event  of 
any  one  company  being  short  of  water  it  could  avail  itself  of  the 
more  adequate  resources  of  a neighbouring  companv- 
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During  the  year  a large  amount  of  discussion  took  place  in 
reference  to  the  provision  of  water  supplies  in  our  area,  especially 
for  extensions  to  areas  which  were  not  supplied  with  water  mains 
and  had  to  be  content  with  water  from  wells,  some  of  which  were 
badly  polluted.  This  is  especially  the  case  in  the  mainly  agric- 
ultural areas.  One  cannot  emphasise  too  much  the  importance 
of  an  adequate  supply  of  pure  and  wholesome  water  for  the 
agricultural  industry,  especially  when  one  has  to  take  into  con- 
sideration the  modern  methods  of  milk  production  and  its  prepara- 
tion for  the  consumer. 

There  are  very  few  standpipes  in  the  rural  district.  The 
township  of  Holt  is  provided  with  standpipes,  but  there  are 
practically  no  others  throughout  the  rest  of  our  area. 

The  nature  of  the  water  varies  in  different  localities.  The 
water  obtained  from  underground  sources  at  Minera,  for  the 
Wrexham  and  East  Denbighshire  Water  Company,  and  also  that 
obtained  for  the  Holt  Town  Trust  is  excessively  hard.  The 
water  supply  for  the  other  areas  is,  on  the  whole,  soft  but  there  is 
no  evidence  of  plumbosolvency.  The  Brymbo  water  is  exception- 
ally soft,  but  it  is  treated  at  the  company  works,  before  used  by 
consumers,  by  the  addition  of  lime. 

WREXHAM  AND  EAST  DENBIGHSHIRE  WATER  COMPANY. 

During  the  year  one  sample  of  water  was  taken  from  the 
mains  at  Rhostyllen,  and  this  was  classified  very  satisfactory 
(Class  I).  We  have  had  no  complaints  during  the  year. 

Instructions  were  given  to  the  company  for  an  extension 
of  their  mains  to  important  localities,  and  ihe  following  schemes 
were  submitted  to  the  company  which  has  already  commenced 
on  the  work  of  providing  the  facilities  required  by  the  District 
Council. 

A.  Isycoed. 

From  Ridley  Wood  to  Cross  Lanes,  including  Bowling  Bank 
and  Sutton  Green  area.  The  estimated  cost  of  this  scheme  is 
some  £14,000  and  at  the  time  of  preparing  this  report  this  scheme 
was  approaching  completion. 

B.  Erbistock. 

This  is  a large  scheme  involving  the  extension  of  the  mains 
from  Marchwiel  area  past  Pentre  Mailyn,  Eyton,  Overton  Bridge, 
to  Erbistock,  with  another  system  of  mains  from  Gyfelia  to  Park 
Eyton.  These  two  schemes  as  estimated  to  cost  £19,S00  although 
the  actual  estimated  expenditure  by  the  Council  has  been  reduced 
to  £15,700.  In  this  connection  the  water  company  are  prepared 
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to  make  certain  alterations  in  the  distribution  of  the  mains  by 
providing  direct  facilities  from  Packsaddle  to  Gyfelia,  and  this 
scheme  would  be  a means  of  supplying  the  small  Clwt  area  with 
water. 


C.  Abenbury  and  other  schemes. 

This  scheme,  estimated  to  cost  £2,970,  is  really  an  extension 
of  the  Isycoed  supply,  and  will  supply  the  area  from  Llanypwll 
through  Erlas  to  Abenbury.  Until  the  construction  of  the  R.O.F. 
Marchwiel,  there  was  a County  Elementary  School  in  this  area, 
which  was  totally  unprovided  with  water,  but  this  school  has  now 
been  closed. 


D.  Holt  and  Common  Wood  Area. 

This  scheme  has  been  prepared  at  an  estimated  cost  of 
£14,500  and  is  contiguous  to  the  Isycoed  area  and  includes  the 
Common  Wood  area,  where  there  is  certainly  no  proper  supply 
of  \yater  available. 

The  parish  of  Holt  itself  is  supplied  by  the  Holt  Town  Trust, 
which  receives  water  from  bore-holes  near  Hugmore  and,  after 
sedimentation,  is  conveyed  without  any  filtration  or  chlorination 
along  the  main  road  to  Holt.  This  water  is  extremely  hard  and 
on  the  whole  is  of  satisfactory  bacteriological  quality,  but  there 
are  indications  that  the  supply  of  water  by  this  means  is  diminish- 
ing no  doubt  owing  to  the  blockage  of  the  pipes. 

The  only  other  areas  which  we  wish  to  have  supplied  from 
this  company  are  those  at  Burton  and  Golly.  This  was  the 
first  scheme  to  be  presented  to  the  water  company  and  there  are 
indications  that  it  will  be  dealt  with  in  the  near  future. 

F.  Frondeg,  Aberoer  Area. 

In  this  area  a large  amount  of  unpleastantness  has  arisen  on 
the  part  of  two  or  three  local  people  in  reference  to  the  water 
supply  for  this  area.  One  party  has  accused  another  one  of 
interference  with  the  supply.  The  area  is  a difficult  one  to  cater 
for,  seeing  that  it  is  an  area  of  scattered  farms  and  hamlets  on 
the  hillside,  rising  from  500  feet  to  1050  feet  above  sea  level. 
A portion  of  this  area  is  supplied  by  the  Brymbo  Water  Company, 
but  the  greater  portion  is  supplied  by  the  Wrexham  and  East 
Denbighshire  Water  Company.  The  matter  is  further  complicated 
by  an  application  for  a supply  by  a farm  on  the  main  road,  between 
Legacy  and  Minera,  for  milk  production.  Representations  have 
been  made  to  the  Welsh  Board  of  Health  on  many  occasions  by 
certain  persons  residing  in  this  area. 

Discussions  have  arisen  with  the  water  company  and  a 
scheme  has  been  prepared  at  an  estimated  cost  of  nearly  £11,000, 
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and  has  been  sent  to  the  Welsh  Board  of  Health  for  their  attention. 
Up  to  the  present  we  have  not  received  the  necessary  permission 
to  carry  out  this  work. 

The  number  of  farms  and  houses  in  this  area  is  very  small 
and  most  of  the  larger  farms  have  their  own  water  supply  and 
at  the  present  moment  appear  to  be  unwilling  to  participate  in 
this  scheme,  but  no  doubt  were  this  scheme  to  be  installed  1 feel 
certain  that  these  bigger  farms  would  consent  to  join. 

Owing  to  the  expense  of  this  scheme,  representations  were 
made  to  the  neighbouring  Brymbo  Water  Company  who  have 
intimated  that  water  could  be  supplied  to  a part  of  the  area  but 
that  there  would  not  be  any  saving  in  cost  to  the  Council. 

The  Wrexham  Water  Company  scheme  provides  for  three 
boosters  and  a tank  situated  at  a high  enough  level  in  order  to 
provide  the  necessary  pressure. 

In  reference  to  the  Frondegarea,  referred  to  above,  one  sample 
of  water  was  taken  from  the  Bryn  Amma  Pistyll  which  revealed 
that  the  water  was  heavily  contaminated  and  showed  evidence 
of  faecal  pollution.  This  is  all  the  more  reason  why  an  early 
completion  should  be  effected  of  the  arrangements  already 
referred  to. 

General  Remarks. 

A large  amount  of  discussion  took  place  during  the  year  in 
reference  to  the  use  of  Minera  mountain,  some  1500  feet  high, 
as  a firing  range  and  for  training  purposes  by  H.M.  Forces.  This 
mountain  is  of  a very  porous  limestone  nature  and,  as  stated  by 
members  of  the  water  company,  it  has  been  quite  definitely  es- 
tablished that  surface  water  in  the  stream  near  Park  Farm,  on 
the  summit  plateau  of  the  mountain,  after  disappearing  under- 
ground, is  received  at  the  Legacy  water  works  in  about  five 
hours’  time  and  would  pass  immediately  into  the  supply  for  a 
population  of  some  30,000  people,  including  areas  such  as  Chester 
Rural  and  Tarvin  Rural  areas.  Representations  were  made  to 
the  military  authorities  by  us  on  this  point  and  a conference  was 
convened,  at  which  representatives  of  the  Welsh  Board  of  Health 
and  the  Wrexham  Water  Company  were  present.  Represent- 
ations were  also  made  on  this  matter  to  the  Welsh  Board  of 
.Health,  on  the  possibility  of  pollution  of  the  water  supplies  in 
the  area  by  the  presence  of  troops.  Although  the  matter  was 
fully  discussed  very  little  progress  was  made,  except  in  limiting 
the  southern  part  of  the  area  which  provides  the  Cefn  and  Ruabon 
Water  Companies  with  water  ; but  no  alteration  was  made  in  the 
part  of  the  mountain  area  which  serves  the  Wrexham  water 
supply. 
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On  this  mountain  there  are  numerous  "swallow  holes’’  and 
naturally  there  would  be  the  tendency  by  troops  to  utilise  these 
holes  for  purposes  for  which  they  were  not  intended. 

It  was  pointed  out  to  the  military  authorities  by  myself  that 
a more  extensive  area  was  available  on  the  Berwyn  mountains 
beyond  Chirk,  which  would  obviate  the  possibility  of  pollution 
of  our  water  supply,  but  the  army  authorities  did  not  look  with 
favour  upon  this  suggestion  of  mine. 

BRYMBO  WATER  COMPANY. 

One  sample  of  water  taken  from  the  mains  was  classified 
as  satisfactory  (Class  II).  We  have  had  no  complaints  about 
the  water  supply  of  this  company. 

I have  already  referred  to  the  approach  made  to  the  company- 
in  reference  to  the  Aberoer  area,  and  a scheme  has  been  prepared 
and  is  being  put  into  effect  for  the  extension  of  the  mains  to  the 
Wern,  which  is  situated  in  the  area  of  supply  of  this  company. 

During  the  year  the  mains  were  extended  to  the  Glascoed 
area,  along  Cefn  Road,  Bwlchgwyn,  at  a cost  of  nearly  £1,900. 

RUABON  WATER  COMPANY. 

A sample  of  water  was  taken  from  Ruabon  during  the  year 
and  was  very  satisfactory  (Class  I).  Another  sample  of  water 
was  taken  from  the  Clwt  area,  which  is  in  the  area  supplied  by 
this  company,  and  the  well  water  showed  evidence  of  recent  faecal 
pollution.  A similar  state  of  affairs  was  found  when  a sample 
was  taken  from  Cinders  Farm,  Ruabon. 

Representations  were  made  by  the  parish  council  of  Penycae 
in  reference  to  a supply  of  water  to  the  hamlet  at  Tainant.  A 
sample  of  water  was  taken  and  was  found  to  be  unsatisfactory 
in  its  present  state,  there  being  evidence  of  recent  faecal  pollution. 
This  is  the  only  available  water  supply  at  present. 

Representations  were  made  to  the  Ruabon  Water  Company 
to  supply  this  hamlet,  but  they  pointed  out  their  inability  to  do 
so  unless  an  expensive  scheme  of  pumping  was  installed.  Re- 
presentations were  also  made  to  the  neighbouring  Wrexham  and 
East  Denbighshire  Water  Company,  who  pointed  out  that  they 
could  only  do  this  with  difficulty,  and  that  the  most  satisfactory 
solution  of  the  problem  was  the  supply  of  the  Ruabon  Water 
Company. 

Over  a year  ago  the  company  was  instructed  by  us  to  proceed 
on  an  extension  of  the  water  mains  from  Wynnstay  Park  to  the 
Penylan  area,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  £1,750.  So  far  this  scheme 
has  not  been  commenced  and  the  company  is  continually  furnish- 
ing us  with  the  excuse  that  they  cannot  obtain  delivery  of  the 
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necessary  water  mains  and,  alternatively,  that  the  labour  shortage 
in  the  area  is  acute..  1 cannot  see  why  they  could  not  obtain 
delivery  of  the  mains  when  such  material  can  be  obtained  by  the 
neighbouring  Wrexham  Water  Company  for  more  extensive 
schemes  than  this  one  to  Penylan.  The  water  in  this  hamlet  is 
certainly  unsatisfactory  and  at  the  present  one  can  only  hope 
that  an  early  commencement  will  be  made  on  this  scheme,  which 
has  already  been  agreed  upon. 

CEFN  WATER  COMPANY. 

One  sample  of  water  was  taken  during  the  year  from  the 
bottle-washing  machine  of  the  Co-operative  Dairy  at  Rhosymedre  : 
it  was  found  to  be  satisfactory  (Class  II). 

The  water  supply  for  this  area,  containing  nearly  8,000 
inhabitants,  is  very  unsatisfactory  and  has  been  so  for  a very  long 
period.  The  matter  has  been  fully  discussed  on  many  occasions 
and  during  the  year  the  Council  finally  agreed  on  the  policy  of 
purchasing  the  company  outright,  but  up  to  the  present  the 
negotiations  for  this  purchase  have  not  been  completed.  The 
cost  of  this  pui  chase,  at  the  present  moment,  is  very  much  in 
excess  of  that  which  was  suggested  many  years  ago.  It  has  to 
be  pointed  out  that  the  expense  would  not  finish  with  the  actual 
purchase,  seeing  that  extensive  constructional  work  would  have 
to  be  carried  out,  including  the  provision  of  new  reservoirs  to- 
gether with  a complete  overhauling  of  the  water  mains  throughout 
the  area. 

I have  already  stated  in  previous  reports  that  the  time  has 
come  foi  this  supply  to  be  modernised,  but  the  company  are 
unable  to  carry  out  the  necessary  improvements  owing  to  financial 
considerations. 

The  parish  of  Cefn,  in  addition  to  being  a residential  area,  is 
certainly  one  of  the  most  important  industrial  areas  in  our  district 
and  two  important  concerns  consume  a large  amount  of  water. 
One  of  these  is  the  Cefn  Co-operative  Dairy  which  pasteurises 
milk  consumed  by  school  children  in  practically  the  whole  of 
East  Denbighshire,  and  possibly  in  other  areas  outside  our  district. 

The  present  arrangements  for  the  collection  and  storage  of 
water  are  unsatisfactory,  especially  so  when  they  fail  under  the 
effects  of  droughts  very  much  earlier  than  the  other  neighbouring 
water  companies. 

LLANTYSILIO  AREA. 

A large  amount  of  attention  has  been  paid  by  the  Engineering 
Department  and  ourselves  to  the  supply  of  water  for  the  Llan- 
dynan,  Llantysilio,  Rhewl  and  Rhos-yn-wst  areas  and  also  the 
Pentredwr  area.  Schemes  have  been  prepared  and  have  been 


discussed  with  representatives  of  the  Welsh  Board  of  Health, 
who  are  of  the  opinion  that  a much  large  scheme,  covering  a wider 
area,  should  be  prepared  instead  of  confining  any  scheme  to  a 
localised  small  area. 


It  is  very  important  that  this  area  should  be  supplied  with  a 
pure  and  wholesome  water  supply,  but  the  difficulty  is  that  most 
of  the  mountain  streams  in  the  locality  are  small  and  are  practically 
non-existent  in  any  prolonged  hot  spell  of  weather.  It  would 
appear  that  the  only  satisfactory  solution  to  this  problem  is  to 
pump  water  from  the  river  Dee  and  to  construct  purification  works 
and  an  extensive  system  of  mains  which  would  undoubtedly  be 
a very  costly  affair,  but  which  is  certainly  essential  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  it  is  a milk  producing  area. 

One  feels  certain  that  were  a supply  of  water  to  be  made 
available  certain  parts  of  the  area  could  be  developed  for  housing 
and  at  the  present  time  great  difficulty  is  felt  by  certain  localities 
in  providing  for  the  summer  intake  of  visitors,  in  view  of  the 
unsatisfactory  conditions  of  the  water  supply. 


LLANGOLLEN  RURAL  AREA. 

Investigations  have  taken  place  with  reference  to  a supply 
of  water  for  the  Sun  Bank  and  Panorama  Walk  area,  where  there 
is  a collection  of  scattered  hamlets  which  are  in  urgent  need  of  a 
wholesome  supply.  The  local  streams  have  been  inspected  and 
have  been  found  to  be  unsuitable  for  the  purpose,  and  it  appears 
that  the  only  satisfactory  method  of  providing  water  to  the 
locality  is  from  the  Garth  Supply. 


GENERAL  REMARKS. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  that  much  attention  has  been 
paid  by  the  Rural  District  Council  to  the  needs  of  the  District 
and  representations  have  been  made  for  supplying  practically 
the  whole  of  the  district  with  water  by  means  of  schemes  which 
have  been  presented  and  agreed  upon.  In  some  cases,  the  work 
has  already  been  commenced.  The  estimated  cost  of  all  these 
schemes  is  £75,394  and  of  these,  at  the  time  of  preparing  this 
report,  the  schemes  which  have  been  accepted  have  amounted 
to  £39,089. 
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TABLE  XIV.  WATER  SUPPLY. 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  REPORTS  ON  SAMPLES  SUBMITTED  TO  THE  EMERGENCY  PUBLIC  HEALTH 

LABORATORY,  CONWAY,  DURING  1945. 


O 

> 


ct 

c n 


<D 


<D 

U — 

. o 5 


O 

ct  cj 


C > 

p w 


t3  °: 

ct  a; 

3 y 


1 w 


c 

o .2 

7)  O -M 

,H  5j  ^ 

r ^ ° 
•—  • — < o 
> 


43  C 
ct  0/  ; 
x x j 
C <4>  1 
3T  U ■- 

^ a.  < 


^ < 1 1 

t— 1 

x 32  ''i  42 

■g  o'  § s o 

Ji 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

~ S,  rg  « 

s l“s 

u 

Jt 

o 

E 

u 

« £ 

to  X ^ 

^ ^ c, 

fC 

g l>  s 

+ 

+ 

pH 

o 

o 

o 

8~  8U 

o 

o 

o 

CO 

o 

X 

~ 

i o -3! 

g ^ N O ^ 

3 ~ S S 

» i 

-t 

CO 

o 

o 

o 

■X 

o 

CN 

8 ^ fpj  Hi 

5C  ^ ^ 

Plate  Count 
Yeastrel 
Agar 

3>days  22 °C 
A erobically 
per  ml 

<u 

M 

42 

00 

Ca.  19,200 

o 

o 

3 

ct 

4-» 

0 

o 

o 

a 

s 

e 

<*> 

f 

<3 

CO 

'o' 


5? 


I-  tv  O 

o CJ 
u CC 

X <U' 

rt  rf  -H 

-Tj  Ct 

£ 

0) 

<D  «-pi 

3i.q 

.a  aw- 

t-1  V 

.2  -J  xi 

3lT  § 

3*2  * 
^ r 
2 ct  > 


C 

ct 

a 


\*4 


~ 0) 
£ .2 


<L>  O’ 

4-»  . 

Ct  r>p 

£ i 3 

’S  g"  <t 

^ 5 E 

J^S 

.23  s 

X stj 
U B .« 

533 

•a  "i  E 

Do? 
I-  g"  >> 
<u  3 £ 
£ H CQ 


(n 


M 

Wi 

Qj  Ct  Ql. 
-*-»  n,  r-> 
ct  CJ  C 

c 9 
'CoU 
o o p 

rO  <x> 

U 3^ 
T3  Ch  £ 

ct  4-»  C 

g D,  rt 
<D  ct  - 

E 


u 

o 

tuo 

ct 

4-* 

+-» 

o 

CJ 

4*5 

ct 


ct 
£ ■ 

£ , 
ct  ’ 


c/> 


o 

4-*  C 

ct  C 


£ -v 

ct 


'a  5 
o '- 


C r_r 
C ~ 


‘w  c 

rj  O 


c ' 
p 


44 


TABLE  XIV.  WATER  SUPPL  Y — continued) 
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MILK  SUPPLY. 

A great  deal  of  the  sanitary  inspectors’  time  is  taken  up  by 
the  supervision  of  the  milk  supply  in  our  area.  The  agricultural 
industry  is  certainly  a very  important  one  and  too  much  attention 
cannot  be  paid  to  the  purity  of  the  milk  produced  in  the  district. 

Samples  are  frequently  taken  from  the  various  producers 
and  retailers  and  sent  for  analysis  to  the  University  of  North 
Wales,  Bangor,  or  to  the  Pathological  Department,  Chester  Royal 
Infirmary,  and  also  to  the  Cefn  Co-operative  Laboratory  at 
Rhosymedre,  where  analyses  are  undertaken  by  officials  of  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 

The  Cefn  Co-operative  Dairies  are  being  regularly  inspected 
and  the  arrangements  for  the  production  and  supply  of  pasteur- 
ised milk  have  certainly  improved. 

One  cannot  emphasise  too  much  the  importance  of  a satis- 
factory and  sufficient  water  supply  in  reference  to  the  production 
of  milk.  A certain  number  of  farms  have  had  water  supplies 
installed  and  no  doubt  the  various  water  schemes  already  referred 
to  in  this  report  will  be  of  great  benefit  to  the  nilk  producers. 


HOUSING. 

During  the  year  no  houses  were  completed  by  the  Council, 
but  arrangements  were  made  at  the  end  of  the  year  for  a com- 
mencement of  the  housing  activities  by  the  Engineer’s  Depart- 
ment. 

A conference  was  held  at  Ruthin  during  the  year  in  reference 
to  the  housing  standard  of  fitness,  with  a view  of  representations 
being  made  to  the  Government  through  the  Welsh  Board  of 
Health  regarding  the  re-issue  of  a manual  on  unfit  houses.  A 
memorandum  on  this  subject  was  last  published  in  1919. 


WREXHAM  AND  EAST  DENBIGHSHIRE  WATER 

COMPANY. 

Record  of  Monthly  rainfall  figures  at  Packsaddle  Works  for 
the  year  ended  31st  December,  1945. 


January 

2.45  inches  . 

May 

2.59  inches 

September 

1.82  inches 

February 

2.38  inches 

J une 

2.55  inches 

October 

4.92  inches 

March 

.91  inches 

July 

2.22  inches 

November 

.58  inches 

April 

1.59  inches 

A ugusl 

1.93  inches 

December 

3.32  inches 
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REPORT  OF  MR.  D.  THOMAS, 

SENIOR  SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  DISTRICT. 

The  following  Table  gives  a detailed  list  of  the  actual  work 
done  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  in  the  Rural  District  during  the 
year. 

TABLE  XIII. 

DWELLINGS: 

Number  of  houses  repaired, — roofs,  walls,  etc 202 

Number  of  houses  furnished  with  eaves  gutters  and  downspouts  139 

Number  of  houses  otherwise  treated  to  prevent  dampness  ......  94 

Number  of  houses  provided  with  more  light  and  ventilation  . 4 

Number  of  houses  cleansed  (on  notice)  9 

Number  of  houses  in  which  defective  floors  were  renewed  32 

Number  of  houses  provided  with  new  pavements  in  back  yards  18 

Number  of  houses  in  which  old  pavements  were  repaired  4 

Number  of  houses  in  which  new  kitchen  grates  and  washing  boiler 

provided  . 53 

DRAINAGE: 

Number  of  new  cesspools  constructed  ....  4 

Number  of  cesspools  repaired  4 

Number  of  cesspools  emptied  on  notice  34 

Number  of  kitchen  sinks  provided  21 

Number  of  new  drains  laid  to  old  premises  35 

Number  of  drains  repaired  247 

Number  of  septic  tanks  and  filter  beds  2 

SANITARY  CONVENIENCES: 

Number  of  waste  pipes  renewed  223 

Number  of  new  water  closets  provided  72 

Number  of  old  water  closets  repaired  212 

Number  of  old  water  closets  furnished  with  flushing  cisterns  12 

Number  of  privies  converted  into  water  closets  26 

Number  of  new  earth  closets  and  privies  10 

Number  of  deep  midden  privies  abolished  ’ 12 

Number  of  privies  repaired  12 

Number  of  portable  ash  bins  provided  414 

WATER  SUPPLY: 

Number  of  old  premises  supplied  46 

Number  of  service  pipes  repaired  311 

Number  of  old  wells  closed  ......  4 

DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS  AND  MILKSHOPS: 

Number  of  persons  on  register  on  31st  December,  1945  708 

Number  of  persons  registered  during  the  yeeir  21 

Number  of  persons  discontinued  12 

Number  of  cowsheds  repaired  and  improved  50 

Number  of  visits  and  inspections  1104 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS: 

Number  of  Workshops  on  register  130 

Number  of  workshops  repaired  2 

Number  of  workshops  cleaned  (on  notice)  10 

Number  of  visits  and  inspections  296 
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TABLE  XIII. — continued. 


CLERICAL  WORK: 

Number  of  Intimatory  Notices  issued  1213 

Number  of  Intimatory  Notices  complied  with  1133 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  issued  65 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  complied  with  58 

Total  number  of  visits  and  inspections  12,140 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936. 

NUISANCES 

During  the  year  1213  nuisances  were  found  to  exist,  of  these 
1133  were  abated  by  the  service  of  Intimatory  Notices.  In  65 
cases  it  was  necessary  to  serve  Statutory  Notices  under  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936.  In  58  instances  the  notices  were 
complied  with  during  the  year. 

It  was  not  found  necessary  to  apply  to  the  Justices  for  any 
order  to  carry  out  the  work  in  default  of  the  owners. 

HOUSE  DRAINAGE 

New  drains  were  laid  to  35  premises  and  the  drainage  of  247 
houses  were  repaired  and  improved.  4 cesspools  and  2 septic 
tanks  were  constructed  and  34  cesspools  were  emptied  and 
cleansed  by  the  owners. 

SANITARY  CONVENIENCES. 

82  new  sanitary  conveniences  were  provided,  of  these  72 
were  water  closets,  the  remaining  10  being  pail  closets.  212 
water  closets  were  repaired. 

REFUSE  REMOVAL  AND  DISPOSAL 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  methods  of  refuse  collection 
and  disposal  from  former  years. 

In  those  parishes  where  the  work  is  carried  out  by  contract, 
only  former  contractors  submitted  tenders  for  carrying  out  the 
work  during  the  year. 

In  spite  of  the  general  increase  in  the  contract  prices,  no 
improvement  in  the  methods  of  collection  can  be  reported.  Many 
complaints  were  registered  regarding  the  indifference  of  the 
contractors,  who  failed  to  comply  with  the  terms  of  the  contracts, 
especially  that  dealing  with  the  frequency  of  collection. 

Many  employees  who  had  been  serving  with  His  Majesty’s 
Forces  returned  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

414  new  ashbins  were  provided  during  the  year.  It  is  anticip- 
ated that  a large  number  of  ashbins  will  be  available  in  the  near 
future. 
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An  experiment  was  made  during  the  year,  to  ascertain  the 
cinder  content  of  half  inch  upward  in  house  refuse.  This  test 
was  made  with  newly  collected  refuse  and  that  which  had  been 
tipped  for  some  time. 

It  was  found  that  the  percentage  of  cinders  of  half  inch  plus 
was  20.7  per  cent,  from  newly  collected  and  25  per  cent,  taken 
from  the  tips.  It  is  estimated  that  the  cost  of  salvaging  cinders 
will  be  18s.  per  ton,  providing  suitable  equipment  is  installed. 

HOUSING  ACT,  1936. 

HOUSING. 

No  systematic  inspection  of  the  District  was  possible  during 
the  year.  220  houses  were  inspected  and  notices  were  served, 
under  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  upon  the  owners  to  carry  out  repairs 
to  render  the  houses  reasonably  fit  for  habitation.  In  202  cases, 
the  notices  were  complied  with. 

Owing  to  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  material,  the  department 
has  only  asked  for  urgent  and  essential  repairs. 

The  erection  of  150  Pre-fabricated  Houses  was  commenced 
at  Rhos,  Gwersyllt  and  Broughton. 

OVERCROWDING. 

The  acuteness  of  overcrowding  in  the  district  became 
more  apparent  during  the  latter  part  of  the  year,  when  men  were 
demobilised  from  His  Majesty’s  Forces.  Applications  were 
considered  for  the  tenancy  of  the  pre-fabricated  houses.  It  was 
decided  by  the  Council  that  only  applicants  who  were  in  apart- 
ments were  to  be  considered  and  the  Department  visited  every 
applicant  where  all  the  conditions  were  noted. 

The  houses  were  not  completed  during  the  year. 

PERSONS  INADEQUATELY  HOUSED. 

23  Houses  (1  subject  to  Demolition  Order)  and  requisitioned 
by  the  Council  are  still  occupied  and  three  of  the  requisitioned 
houses  aie  also  occupied. 

30  Licences  granted  to  the  owners  of  condemned  houses  per- 
mitting the  occupation  for  a period  of  6 months  were  renewed. 

INSPECTION  OF  MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS 

There  are  at  present  no  licensed  slaughter  houses  in  the 
area. 

The  inspection  of  other  foods  has  been  carried  out  and  the 
following  table  indicates  the  quantity  of  food  condemned  by  the 
Department. 
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TABLE  XIV 


* 


Fish 

251 

tins. 

Peas 

68 

tins. 

Butter  

98* 

lbs. 

Milk 

221 

tins. 

Margarine 

149 

lbs. 

Dried  Milk 

3 

packets. 

Cheese  

11 

lbs. 

Jam 

337 

jars. 

Bacon 

71 

lbs. 

Fruit 

111 

lbs. 

Meat 

150 

tins. 

Cereals  ...... 

38 

packets. 

Potted  Paste 

118 

tins. 

64 

lbs. 

Soup 

56 

tins. 

Sugar  

136 

lbs. 

Sauce 

17 

bottles. 

Tea 

92* 

lbs. 

Dried  Eggs 

93 

packets. 

Biscuits 

18 

lbs. 

Shell  Eggs 

272 

Flour 

2 

packets. 

Pickles  

13 

bottles. 

Vegetables 

6 

tins. 

Beans 

284 

tins. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938. 

The  Food  and  Drugs  Act  is  administered  by  the  Denbighshire 
County  Council,  and  we  are  indebted  to  their  Inspector  for  the 
following  list  of  samples  and  results  taken  during  the  year. 


Particulars  of  samples  of  food  and  drugs  taken  in  the 
Wrexham  Rural  District  during  the  year  ended 
31st  December,  1945. 


A rticle 

N timber 
Taken 

Genuine 

Not 

genuine 
or  sub- 
sta  ndard 

Milk  ....  

107 

75 

32 

Butter 

10 

10 

Margarine 

1 

1 

Lard 

1 

1 

Tinned  Fish  

2 

2 

Jam 

5 

5 

Fish  Paste 

i 

i 

Coffee 

i 

i 

Sausages 

7 

6 

1 

Sugar 

1 

1 

Custard  Powder 

2 

2 

Dried  Milk 

2 

2 

Saccharin  Tablets 

2 

2 

Cake  Flour  

1 

1 

Bread 

1 

1 

Syrup 

1 

1 

British  Wine 

1 

1 

Mincemeat 

1 

1 

Totals 

147 

114 

33 
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The  major  portion  of  the  milk  samples  shown  as  "not  genuine” 
or  sub-standard  were  only  slightly  below  the  standard  in  solids, 
and  others  were  eliminated  by  comparison  samples.  In  several 
instances  the  responsible  part}7  was  advised  or  cautioned. 

The  high  proportion  of  milk  samples  found  to  be  sub-standard 
was  probably  due  to  prevailing  war-time  conditions. 

One  sample  of  sausages  contained  a small  amount  of  a per- 
mitted preservative,  but  the  requisite  notice  was  not  exhibited. 

All  other  samples  were  certified  to  be  genuine,  and  free  from 
all  prohibited  preservatives  and  colouring  matter. 


ICE  CREAM. 

11  Licences  to  manufacture  and  store  ice  cream  were  issued 
during  the  year. 


MILK  AND  DAIRIES  ORDER,  1936. 

The  number  of  dairies  and  cowsheds  on  the  register  is  708. 
During  the  year  21  new  premises  were  registered  and  12  persons 
discontinued. 

There  are  6 producers  of  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  and  240 
Accredited  Milk  producers  in  the  area. 

37  Samples  of  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  were  submitted  for 
analysis  and  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

261  Samples  of  Accredited  Milk  were  tested,  of  which  252 
were  satisfactory  and  9 unsatisfactory. 

Pasteurised  Milk. 

One  licence  to  apply  the  term  "Pasteurised  ” to  heat  treated 
milk  was  issued  to  the  Cefn  and  District  Co-operative  Society. 
A licence  to  retail  Pasteurised  Milk  within  the  district  has  been 
granted  to  the  Pool  Bank  Dairy,  Wrexham. 

59  samples  of  Pasteurised  Milk  were  submitted  for  analysis, 
of  which  55  were  satisfactory  and  4 unsatisfactory. 

A new  (High  Temperature — Short  Time)  pasteurising  plant, 
to  replace  the  "Holder  Type”  Plant,  was  installed  at  the  Co- 
operative Dairy,  Rhosymedre,  and  production  was  commenced 
in  June. 

FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACT. 

The  number  of  premises,  including  bakehouses,  on  the  register 
is  130.  9 were  registered  during  the  year  and  2 ceased  operations 

and  have  been  expunged  from  the  register. 
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10  Workshops  were  cleansed  on  notice  and  the  sanitary 
conveniences  were  improved  in  2 cases. 

The  total  number  of  visits  and  inspections  made  to  Factories 
was  296. 

RATS  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION  ORDER. 

In  accordance  with  instructions  issued  by  the  Ministry  of 
Food,  a survey  of  the  area  was  carried  out,  to  ascertain  the  number 
0f  premises  infested  by  Rats. 

An  operator  was  appointed  in  February,  to  carry  out  treat- 
ment of  all  infested  premises,  including  refuse  tips  and  sewage 
works,  previously  treated  under  contract  by  the  Denbighshire 
War  Agricultural  Committee. 

All  the  Council’s  property  was  treated  regularly  and  in 
addition,  19  infested  premises  were  dealt  with.  As  the  occupiers 
of  infested  premises  are  responsible  for  the  eradication  of  vermin, 
the  cost  of  treating  private  premises  was  recovered  from  the 
owner  or  occupier.  It  was  not  found  necessary  to  serve  a notice 
on  any  person  under  this  order. 

INFESTATION  OF  PREMISES  BY  BED  BUGS. 

• 

37  complaints  were  received  and  inspections  made  in  con- 
nection with  the  infestation  of  premises  by  bed  bugs.  Disinfesta- 
tion of  22  Council  Houses  and  15  private  dwelling  houses  was 
carried  out,  by  treatment  with  “Zaldecide.” 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

There  are  3 legally  defined  Offensive  Trades  in  the  area, 
viz.,  2 Knackers  Yards  and  one  Gut  Scraper.  These  premises 
are  regularly  inspected. 
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